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Greetings Chapter 2, 

 

On Sunday, November 13th, Dan Leonard announced 

his resignation as President of EAA Chapter 2. While the 

Board was very surprised by Dan's decision, we honor it 

and thank him for all the effort he has put forth for the 

chapter over the last year.  

 

In accordance with the Chapter 2 by-laws, the Board 

held a special meeting on Saturday November 19th to 

fill the vacancy. I, Kevin Stahl, was elected President 

and Craig Swanson was elected Vice President. Craig 

and I are looking forward to leading the chapter in the 

coming year and are already moving forward with 

planning the calendar of events for 2012. Please feel free 

to share any event or meeting topic suggestions that you 

may have. They are always welcomed. 

 

Chapter 2 has had a great year in 2011 and I expect no 

less in the coming year. It's hard to believe we're already 

turning final in 2011 but I hope to end the year by seeing 

you all at the annual Christmas Party. 

 

Happy Flying, 

 

Kevin Stahl 

 

 

Chapter 2 Christmas Party 
 
The annual Chapter 2 Christmas Party Pot-Luck will be 
held on Saturday December 3rd at 6pm in the Ivy Tech 
building at Smith Field. Please bring a dish to share. 
Come out and enjoy an evening with good friends, good 
food and completely true airplane stories! 

 

 

Chapter Meeting Minutes, Nov. 11, 2011 

By Paul Simunek 

Chapter President Dan Leonard welcomed 

approximately 24 members and guests who came out on 

a cool Veteran’s Day evening for the monthly meeting.  

Dan reminded everyone of the upcoming meeting and 

Christmas dinner on December 3rd at the Ivy Tech 

building.  Please bring a dish to share.   

Dylan Gingerich from Sweet Aviation gave the main 

presentation of the evening.  He gave us great 

information on Airspace and Aviation Publications.  The 

information was a great refresher for remembering the 

different airspaces and the various publications that are 

available to pilots.  A big thanks goes out to Dylan for 

putting together such a great presentation. 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:00 PM. 

 

Next Meeting: 
6pm   December 3, 2011 

Ivy Tech Bldg at KSMD 

Please bring a dish to share! 



Are you a pilot? Are you building an aircraft? Are you an aircraft owner?  
Are you just “plane nuts” about aviation? 

If so, then join us! Visit our website at www.eaa2.org and click on “Join EAA2” 
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Young Eagles Report 

By David & Laramie Resler 

Have you flown any kids lately? There is still time to fly 
kids this year and earn more 2011 Young Eagle 
credits to be used in 2012. As of now, pilots in EAA2 
and VAA37 have flown over 1000 kids in 2011. Most of 
these will count for Young Eagles credits. We won't 
know the final total until next year when EAA notifies 
us of our Young Eagle credit value.  
  
If you do fly any kids between now and the end of this 
year, be sure to send the registration forms to EAA as 
soon after the flight as possible.  
  
This year there were several pilots who reached 
milestones that were recognized by EAA Young Eagles. 
Those who have flown 100 kids are Fred Allina, Archie 
James, Jack Lindsay, and Brad Moore. One pilot has 
flown 200, Craig Bartscht. Those who have flown 300 
kids are Craig Brown, David DeWald, and Bob 
Schmelz. One pilot has flown 500, David Resler. We 
congratulate these pilots for their time and efforts. 
 
Thank you all for your efforts, in the air and on the 
ground, this year. We look forward to another successful 
year of Young Eagle flights. 

 

The following Thank You note was received by Laramie Resler 

from Randy Thompson. Randy organized the Young Eagles 

Rally in Van Wert in October and he was appreciative of the 

ground crew and pilots from Chapter Two who helped out at 

the rally.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings:  

 

January 13, 2012, 7pm, Ivy Tech Bldg. @ KSMD 

 

February 4, 2012, 6pm, Annual Banquet Potluck 

Held at Brotherhood Mutual – Use the North 

Entrance 

 

 

 

Homebuilder’s Corner 

By Larry Zepp 

 

Pair building airplane on live webcasts 
 

By Meg Jones of the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Oct. 26, 2011 

 
Oshkosh - Ever since the invention of the internal 
combustion engine, and probably even before that, guys 
have stood in garages and basements tinkering on 
vehicles of one sort or another. Brady Lane and Caleb 
Ihrig are no different; they get together every Tuesday 

Congratulations to  

David Resler! 
 

The EAA Young Eagles office recognized 

David Resler in November for flying more 

Young Eagles in August than any other 

pilot in the country! David took 60 Young 

Eagles up in August. King Schools is 

sending David a free set of their “Take 

Off” DVD’s in recognition of his 

achievement. If you see David, 

congratulate him on this achievement! 

 



Are you a pilot? Are you building an aircraft? Are you an aircraft owner?  
Are you just “plane nuts” about aviation? 

If so, then join us! Visit our website at www.eaa2.org and click on “Join EAA2” 
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night to work on the plane they're building and chat and 
kibitz with a dozen or so friends. 
But in the 21st century, the guys looking over their 
shoulder giving unsolicited advice are in Texas, Florida, 
Germany and Canada. 
Lane and Ihrig are building their four-seat Bearhawk in 
Ihrig's Oshkosh basement while their acquaintances - 
most of whom they've never met nor know their real 
names - watch on their video blog at dreambuildfly.com. 
Since the video blog went live late last year, they have 
attracted a small but dedicated following of plane 
builders and enthusiasts who tune in every Tuesday 
night to watch them cut, hammer, saw and drill. 
Lots of people spend thousands of hours in basements 
and garages building planes - it's what EAA was 
founded on - but until now none have built their aircraft 
under the watchful gaze of anyone with a Wi-Fi 
connection. Think of it as geeks squared - not only are 
Lane and Ihrig building a plane from scratch, but they're 
doing it live on the Internet. 
"We don't know a lot, but this way we can ask people 
advice," said Ihrig, 27, a native of Berlin, Wis., who 
earned a PhD in mechanical engineering and works for 
Kimberly Clark. 
"They say - don't think of it as 'you're building an 
airplane.' Think of it as 'you're building a part,'" added 
Lane, 29, a multimedia journalist at EAA. "It's not 
rocket science. Anybody can do this." 
To give viewers an up-close view of the work, they use a 
small webcam attached to a tan EAA cap that one of 
them wears. This month the pair is working on ribs and 
stiffeners that will end up in the wings. 
When they cut their first piece of aluminum, they shared 
their excitement with their viewers. 
"We're like, 'Awesome! We're cutting metal we're going 
to take flying with us,'" recalled Lane. 
Fareed Guyot, a friend who works with Lane at EAA, 
acts as moderator, checking the live feed on a laptop and 
monitoring questions and comments from folks logging 
in to the site. Guyot calls out "'Minnesota Benny' is with 
us. ’Line Boy' is here . . . 'Astronaut 2005' is here, he's 
been with us a couple weeks." 
Ihrig and Lane say hello to "Astronaut 2005" and the rest 
of their viewers. Ihrig dons the cap and they get to work. 
Their viewers learned of the video blog in a variety of 
ways. In response to a reporter's query on a recent 
Tuesday, one said he caught an EAA radio segment on 
the pair, one saw their blog after Googling "kit aircraft," 

one had read Lane's column in Sport Aviation magazine 
and another had seen an article on EAA's website. 
"I watch because eventually this will be me and this is, 
in a way, a class in how to build an airplane," said Ben 
Ramler of St. Joseph, Minn., who logs on as 
"MNBenny." 
 

 
 
Adds Tyler Sandberg of Papillion, Neb.: "Seeing the 
result of work in a few pictures doesn't paint a picture of 
how it is done. This is great because it is real time. 
Makes me think maybe I could even do it." 
Viewers tend to be either plane builders or people like 
Ramler and Sandberg who are interested in building but 
haven't started or don't know where to start, said Lane. 
Advice from their viewers has been invaluable. One 
evening the pair was using a fly cutter to cut holes in 
wing ribs. Smoke spiraled up from wood forms they 
were using. 
Someone typed in and asked how fast they were 
operating the fly cutter. Lane and Ihrig replied: 3,600 
rpm. 
"Everyone was like - no, no, no, no, no, it needs to be 
300 rpm," said Ihrig. 
The problem was solved. And that nugget of wisdom 
was written in marker and added to the "Wall O' Lessons 
Learned" in Ihrig's basement: 

• Better is the enemy of good enough. (Meaning 
some things don't need to be perfect.)  

• Let gravity help us defy gravity. (On hammering 
down instead of sideways.)  

• You can never have too many clamps.  
• Always measure from two reference points. 

Brought together by their shared passion for aviation, 
Lane and Ihrig dreamed of owning a plane but didn't 



Are you a pilot? Are you building an aircraft? Are you an aircraft owner?  
Are you just “plane nuts” about aviation? 

If so, then join us! Visit our website at www.eaa2.org and click on “Join EAA2” 
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have the cash to buy one. And building a plane from a 
kit with ready-made parts was still out of their price 
range. So they chose to build a plane from plans. 
Among the half a dozen or so plans-built planes, they 
selected the Bearhawk because it can haul four large-
sized adults with luggage and they can use the tail-
dragger aircraft for camping with their families. Both are 
married; Lane has two small children. 
They paid $300 for the Bearhawk plans and each spends 
$100 a month on raw materials. Some of their tools were 
bought on Craig's List. When finished, their plane will 
cost $35,000 to $40,000 with much of that spent on the 
engine. 
 

 
Caleb Ihrig (foreground) and Brady Lane work on structural 
parts for the wing of the airplane. Photo by Mark Hoffman, 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

 
They spend just one night a week working on the plane, 
adding up to about 250 hours so far. With an estimated 
2,000 hours required to finish, they know this is a long-
term project, probably 10 years. 
But both men say four nights a month are all they're 
willing to spend "because we didn't want our wives to 
hate the plane," said Lane. 
Once they build the larger pieces of the plane, they'll 
move their operations to Ihrig's garage where they'll 
have more room to assemble the aircraft. 
As Ihrig snips off corners of metal brackets and Lane 
files edges on ribs, Guyot tells them Lane's 3-year-old 
daughter Eliana has logged on with the help of her 
mother, Katherine. 
"Eliana is saying 'Goodnight Daddy,' " says Guyot. 

Lane turns to the camera, smiles and wishes his daughter 
sweet dreams. He says that Eliana wants the plane to be 
painted pink when it's finished. 
Ihrig chuckles and whispers "it's not going to be pink." 
 
Brady Lane and Caleb Ihrig are on dreambuildfly.com 

from 6:30 to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

 

Courtesy of the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and 

EAA Experimenter Online Newsletter. To subscribe:  

http://www.magnetmail.net/actions/subscription_for

m_ExAA.cfm 

 

Fair Skies and Tailwinds, 

 

Larry Zepp 

 

 

 



Are you a pilot? Are you building an aircraft? Are you an aircraft owner?  
Are you just “plane nuts” about aviation? 

If so, then join us! Visit our website at www.eaa2.org and click on “Join EAA2” 
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EAA Chapter 2 Officers and Board Members: 

President    Kevin Stahl    (260) 490-8614  kevin.stahl@eaa2.org  

Vice President    Craig Swanson  (260) 627-3526 craig.swanson@eaa2.org  

Secretary   Paul Simunek 

Treasurer   Geoff Robison   (260) 437-5579 geoff.robison@eaa.org  

Young Eagle Coordinators David & Laramie Resler (260) 693-6191      laramie.resler@eaa2.org   

Builder’s Support  Larry Zepp    

Website Editor  Kim Walker   (419) 786-0567 kim.walker@eaa2.org  

Newsletter Editor  Kurt Beuchel   (260) 637-7485 kbeuchel@yahoo.com  

Technical Advisor  Dean Husted 

Flight Advisor   Craig Brown  

2012 Dues Renewal 
Please complete this form and mail to the address below with a check for $20 to renew your dues for 2012. If you are a 

new member, please download a membership form from our website or contact a Chapter 2 officer or board member 

for more information. Dues renewals are due January 1st, 2012. You may also pay via PayPal on www.eaa2.org  

Name: __________________________________ National EAA Member #: ______________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________  State: _______________ Zip Code: ____________ 

Home Phone: ______________________   Alternate Phone: __________________________ 

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

Spouse Name (if applicable): ___________________________________________________ 

Please mail this form and a check for $20 made out to “EAA Chapter Two” to:  

EAA Chapter Two 

c/o Geoff Robison, Treasurer 

1521 East MacGregor Dr. 

New Haven, IN 46774 



Newsletter Editor 

1003 Breton Lane 
Fort Wayne, IN 46845 
 

 

Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter Two 

426 West Ludwig Road 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46825 
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