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EAA Chapter 2 Meeting Minutes for March 
12, 2010 
 
President David Dewald welcomed the 
approximately 23 members and guests who 
came out on a pleasant March evening.  
David reminded everyone that we have lots of 
fun activities planned for this spring and 
summer.  These activities include our Young 
Eagles days, a fly out to the Air Zoo in 
Kalamazoo next month, a cookout in June 
and the pancake breakfast in July.  David also 
mentioned that there are still opportunities to 
volunteer for work weekends up at Oshkosh. 
 
At that point, David turned the meeting over to 
Ron Dick from Ivy Tech.  Ron gave us an 
interesting presentation on safety wiring and 
then the group moved to the hangar for some 
hands-on practice. 
 
Thanks go out to Ron for taking the time for 
giving us this presentation. 
  
Minutes submitted by  
Paul Simunek, Secretary, EAA Chapter 2 

Are you a current member of EAA 
Chapter Two? Do you have an 
interesting aviation story you would 
like to share? If so, go to 
www.EAA2.org and click on the 
'HANGAR FLYING' link to tell us your 
story. Letters will be posted on the 
website and possibly in the Newsletter 
as space allows.  Kim Walker, 
Webmaster

Chapter Two Fly-out to Kalamazoo 
Air Zoo Saturday April 10th.  
From Kevin Stahl: “The air zoo main campus 
is open 9-5. The east campus is open 11-5. 
Not sure how long it takes to go through 
each but I think a 9:30 arrival at AZO sounds 
good. I'm sure there will be a few people 
who would like to ride along if anyone has 
open seats.  
Looking forward to the trip!”     Kevin 
 
Website: http://www.airzoo.org/ 
 
Airport: http://www.airnav.com/airport/KAZO 

Connect with other members at: 
http://www.facebook.com and search for 

EAA Chapter 2 

Our first 2010 Young Eagles Rally at 
Smith Field Saturday May 8th with setup 
beginning at 9:00. Come share in the 
smiles excitement! Ground crew, escorts, 
registrars, and pilots are needed! 
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What are the ODDS!! I hope you can take some time to read this unique story.  It starts 
from a phone call from Ms. Watson from the Naval Museum in Pensacola, FL.  A museum 
in Elkhart, IN was closing its doors and they had a TA-4J Skyhawk that needed to be 
relocated.  The Grissom Air Museum naturally jumped at the opportunity and assembled a 
group of volunteers to disassemble it and transport it to GAM.  We unloaded it in our 
parking lot where it sat for the winter.   
While it was in the parking lot two museum visitors, Norma Snapp and Ralph Brandt, took 
notice of the pile of white aircraft with a hook and noticed the name “Lt. Stan “Jiz” Jezior” 
on the cockpit rails and that the markings VT-7 were on the fuselage.  With some unusual 
internet sleuthing Norma located Stan Jezior in a Virginia suburb.  With a phone call, a 
communications link was established. We were in communications with the pilot that was 
a Naval flight instructor in the mid 90’s that flew our aircraft while in VT-7, Meridian Mi! 
Hang in there…..because this story gets even better. Jiz was totally overwhelmed with the 
fact that his aircraft was at our museum.  The summer of 2009 he made arrangements to 
visit the museum and during his visit he donated many Naval aviation artifacts. GAM 
volunteer Roger Bitzer was able to assemble the history of TA-4J(tail number 153671) by 
utilizing an organization called “Skyhawks Forever” (a very large organization with open 
membership to anyone interested in Skyhawks).   
He also received additional help from the Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola, FL. While 
Bitzer was researching historical data with “Jiz” it was revealed that he flew a T-2C in 
Beesville, TX tail number 158583.  Holy crap, that is the same aircraft sitting in the front 
yard of GAM!  To verify the story Roger and his wife drove to the Naval Aviation Museum 
in Pensacola, FL to view the aircrafts history records.  Unbelievable as it is, it turns out to 
be TRUE! GAM has made arrangements with Lt. Stan Jezior to give a briefing at GAM, 
May 1, 2010 on Naval aviation as a flight instructor.  
Briefing Schedule (No charge except for lunch) 
9:30am – (Coffee with the pilot) 
10:30am – Briefing (JIZ’s experiences as a Navel Flight Instructor and as the last assigned 
pilot to GAM’s Skyhawk (Tail # 153671) 
11:30 Q&A  
12:00pm Lunch ($5.00ea) 
2:00pm Group Picture at TA-4J with Jiz 
Non-members will get free admission to the museum for the day. 
The lecture is being hosted by Montgomery Aviation and will be at their hangar. 
Public is invited. M/A’s hangar is ½ mile west of GAM on Hoosier Blvd. 
Grissom Air Museum, 1000 W. Hoosier Blvd.  Peru, IN 46970       765-689-8011     
director@grissomairmuseum.com   
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 EAA certainly brings together an array of aviation opportunities that seem unparalleled in 
terms of their greatness.  AirVenture ranks as one of those unique and rare occasions to witness 
events that stand out as “once in a lifetime” in character, notoriety, and magnitude.  This year over 
40 DC-3 and/or C-47 aircraft will gather in the skies over Oshkosh as they celebrate 70 years of 
the aircrafts flying fame.  How many stories could be told of this legendary aircraft?  This month I 
thought you might take pleasure in hearing one of those stories told by Karen Allina’s brother Scott 
Pringel.  You can read more at http://www.thelasttime.org/diaries.htm. Enjoy!  --David DeWald 

 My love affair with the DC-3 began in 1973 when I was eleven years old. My family operated the 
local airport in Farmington Missouri and my father was contracted by a local business to crew a 
DC-3 for them. I had the great joy of riding along at times, standing behind my dads captain seat. I 
also spent countless hours just sitting in the pilot seat imagining I was flying the airways of the 
world. Now, fast forward to 1988... 
Operating my own charter business, I acquired a DC-3 for on demand cargo. Who better to fly the 
airplane and prepare me for the type rating than my dad. We met up with an FAA inspector in 
Evansville Indiana. She was from Cincinnati, Ohio, has and airport named after her family (Lunken 
Field) and boy she could fly a DC-3! We spent the day in the traffic pattern with smiles on our 
faces. We departed for home with a big “thank you” from the tower and I ended up with the type 
rating I am most proud of, the DC-3. Times change and we all move on, but I will always remember 
the unique smell inside every DC-3 you climb in. The thrashing and clattering of gears during the 
startup. The smoke. The throaty sound of the R-1830. The squeal of brakes during a tight turn with 
your head out the window watching the wingtip. My dad and I shared the left seat. When I was his 
co-pilot, I was awed at his mastery of the craft. I could never achieve his skill. I often watched him 
while flying, and wondered if he reflected upon his time in the DC-3 over enemy territory in Korea 
while I reflected on reading Ernest Ganns “Fate is the Hunter”. I will not forget the flicker of the 
exhaust pipes torching while solid in the clouds at night. The 100 knot groundspeeds westbound in 
the winter. The sound of ice slinging against the fuselage from those big paddle blade props. Saint 
Elmo’s fire dancing across the windshield flying in snow. The long hours trimmed out level, just 
staring through the windshield. The times of near boredom interrupted with a engine snorting, 
burping and belching as a slug of water sneaked its way through the cylinders, causing you to sit 
straight up in your seat! An occasional Kentucky Fried Chicken bone tossed out the window over 
the middle of nowhere. The chirp of the big tires as you feather touched the runway on a greaser 
that nobody saw because it was 3 o’clock in the morning. Finally, when it was during normal 
business hours, all the smiles. I never went anywhere in a DC-3 that you didn’t see smiles and 
draw a crowd. From its birth until the last blade comes to a stop, the DC-3 will always turn ones 
head and bring a smile to your face.  
I am now a captain of a Boeing 737 for a major airline based at Dallas Love Field and I LUV every 
minute of it. But, my proudest and fondest aviation memories will always remain in the left seat of a 
Douglas DC-3. 
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February 3, 2010 – EAA headquarters  — Sixteen 
year-old Tyler Whitney, of Fenwick, Michigan, 
probably never looked at himself as an aviation 
pioneer. He is one, however, as he became the 
first EAA Young Eagle to pass his FAA Private Pilot 
written test by using the Sporty’s Complete Pilot 
Training Course now offered free to all Young 
Eagles. 

Neither of Tyler’s parents have aviation 
background, but after Tyler took his Young Eagles 
flight in June 2008 with pilot Robert Allers of 
Greenville, Mich. (EAA #857229), he wanted to 
explore flight training. The Sporty’s Online Pilot 
Training Course allowed him to work toward his 
goal at no additional cost. 

“After my Young Eagles flight I knew I had to fly. 
It’s what I want to do,” Whitney said. “Thank you for 
all that EAA is doing…I appreciate it a lot.”  

 Tyler Whitney, the first Young Eagle to 
complete the Sporty’s Complete Pilot 
Training Course and pass his FAA 
written test. Congratulations, Tyler! 

  


