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Our second Young Eagles Flight Rally 
for 2010 is June 12th.  

We need volunteers to help in all areas: set 
up, registration, pilots, escorts, handing out 
certificates and other free stuff to the kids, and 
tear down. Come early, stay late, or both, your 
help is needed. Morning refreshments and 
lunch will be provided to all volunteers. 
  
If you don’t volunteer, you’ll miss all the smiles 
after the rides. So, come on out and enjoy the 
day. 
  
David and Laramie Resler, Young Eagles 
Coordinators 

Are you a current member of EAA Chapter 
Two? Do you have an interesting aviation 
story you would like to share? If so, go to 
www.EAA2.org and click on the 'HANGAR 
FLYING' link to tell us your story. Letters will 
be posted on the website and possibly in the 
Newsletter as space allows.  Kim Walker, 
Webmaster 

Connect with other members at: 
http://www.facebook.com and search for 

EAA Chapter 2 

Flight plan- 
• Saturday June 12th Young Eagles 

Rally at Smith Field starting at 9:00 
• Sunday June 26th evening cookout at 

Smith Field from 5:00 to 8:00 PM. 
• Saturday July 10th at Smith Field IHop 

pancake breakfast 7:00 to 11:00 AM. 
• Saturday July 17th Airport Day, 

pancakes, Young Eagles at 
Auburn/DeKalb County Airport. 

• Monday July 26th through August 1st 
Airventure, Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 

• Sunday August 8th pancake fly-in at 
Husted Field, Hicksville, OH  

 



Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter Two Encourages and Promotes Sport Aviation and Aeronautical Education in Northeast Indiana 
EAA Chapter Two ~ Smith Field Airport ~ 426 West Ludwig Road ~ Fort Wayne, Indiana 46825 ~ U.S.A ~ Information Hotline: 260-469-EAA2 (3222) 

http://www.EAA2.org     ~     http//:www.YoungEagles.org     ~     http://www.EAA.org     ~     http://www.SmithAirField.com 

   
Chapter 2 Officer Positions: 
EAA Chapter 2 is looking for a new president and vice president. President David DeWald and Vice 
President Drew Hoffman have decided to step down after this year and we thank them for there many 
years of leadership. If you are interested in running for either position for the 2011-2012 term, please 
contact Paul Simunek (psimunek@verizon.net) or Kevin Stahl (kastahl@gmail.com) via e-mail or at 
the next chapter event. 

Chapter 2 Cookout at Smith Field on June 26th: 
EAA Chapter 2 will be holding a summer cookout at Smith Field on Saturday, June 26th from 5-8pm. 
Hot dogs, hamburgers, pop/water, chips and potato salad will be provided. Feel free to carry-in 
anything else you would like. A donation jar will be used to cover the cost of the provided food with 
any additional collected to be used towards Air Academy attendees. Feel free to invite family and 
friends. Come out and enjoy a summer evening with your fellow chapter members at Smith Field! 

The Decision to Build the Thatcher 
By Ashlynd Leighton, ashlyndl@gmail.com  

The decision to build the Thatcher CX4 – to my 
surprise – was a simple one. I’d been researching 
all sorts of airplanes to build, and with each EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh and Sun ’n Fun visit during 
the past two years, I thought I had selected “the 
one.” But quite predictably, each time I thought 
through the pros and cons for the ones I liked, I 
realized they were all just pipe dreams, with cost 
being the most prominent of cons for each aircraft. 

The Thatcher CX4 attracted me most because of 
its sheer beauty, but second to its beauty, it 
seemed to be both practical and possible for even 
me to build: practical because I believe I can do it 
– I’m ambitious enough, have some exposure to 
aircraft manufacturing, and I’ve enlisted my very 
talented aircraft-builder fiancé for guidance; 
possible in that I’m still fresh out of college and 
successfully managing student loan debt, among 
living costs. The Thatcher, therefore, deemed to 
be not only the most suitable starting point in my 
homebuilt calling, but an achievable dream as I’ve 
longed to be a part of the camaraderie and 
passion of homebuilders. Plus, I can build my 
Thatcher CX4 to meet the light-sport aircraft 
standards, so I can take advantage of the lower 
cost of obtaining a sport pilot certificate and still fly 
my plane. 

Homebuilt Corner  - By Larry Zepp 
Dear Chapter 2 friends, I really enjoy 
receiving the Experimenter online 
newsletter, edited by Patrick Panzera. It 
keeps me in touch with homebuilt news and 
gives me inspiration. This month’s first 
installment about Ashlynd Leighton choosing 
a Light Sport aircraft to build is a great 
example of how the Light Sport aircraft 
movement is changing aviation!  

 

EAA Experimenter online newsletter  - Subscribe here! 
(http://www.magnetmail.net/actions/subscription_form_ExAA.cfm)
 

Ashlynd with David Thatcher standing in front of the 
prototype CX4 after Ashlynd purchased plans number 420 




