


Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter Two Encourages and Promotes Sport Aviation and Aeronautical Education in Northeast Indiana 
EAA Chapter Two ~ Smith Field Airport ~ 426 West Ludwig Road ~ Fort Wayne, Indiana 46825 ~ U.S.A ~ Information Hotline: 260-469-EAA2 (3222) 

http://www.EAA2.org     ~     http//:www.YoungEagles.org     ~     http://www.EAA.org     ~     http://www.SmithAirField.com 

 

Presidents Message- 
 With spring poking its nose around the corner, many of 
us will soon be washing, waxing, and enjoying warm 
weather maintenance of our flying machines.  You will 
notice most of the aviation magazines featuring articles 
about honing those flying skills that may have lain 
dormant during the cold and icy winter months.  Along 
these same lines on March 17th for our monthly 
meeting we will enjoy a close up and personal look at 
what makes and breaks airplane engines.  Gene 
Svoboda of Magnum Engines Inc has graciously 
agreed to give us a private tour of his shop and share 
some professional advice on how to get the most out of 
our piston pals.  Feel to free to bring along anyone you 
might think would benefit from this special time.  His 
shop is located just east of the old Fort Wayne 
International tower.  The address is 11142 W. 
Perimeter Road, Fort Wayne, IN.  Phone is (260) 478-
8051.  We’ll meet at noon and pass the hat for pizza 
and pop.  See ya there! 
 
David DeWald 

Dues are due! 
Bring your dues to the March get together at 
Magnum Engines and save 39 cents postage! 
Remember, dues for 2007 are $20 per member. 

 

 
 

Homebuilt Corner  - By Larry Zepp 
 
Zenith Aircraft and the Many Designs of Chris 
Heintz 
As one of the pioneer homebuilt and kit aircraft designers, 
Chris Heintz and his family run kit aircraft company – Zenith 
Aircraft, has served this industry for over 32 years. He has 
designed 12 aircraft models since 1974. These designs share 
the common theme of all metal, aluminum designs using the 
Avex pull or blind riveting technology. The plans and kits are 
very well done and the company offers excellent builder 
support. 
 
The Zenith Zodiac model is a two seat low wing design that 
can qualify as a light sport aircraft. Several years ago, 
member Tim Sunderland finished his beautiful Zenith Zodiac 
601 two seat low wing aircraft and flies it regularly. Scott 
Noble has been making good progress on his Zodiac 601XL 
Kit. Scott plans to use the Corvair engine in his plane. Larry 
Zepp is starting a Zodiac 601XL project and plans to use the 
Jabaru 3300 engine and the BRS ballistic parachute. 
 
Two of the Zenith designs are high wing STOL aircraft 
designed for very short farm fields. The Zenith 701 is a two 
seat design. Members Keith and Claudia Paterson in 
Huntington have been making good progress on their Zenith 
701 project. The Zenith 801 is a four seat STOL high wing 
design that is very popular with missionary flying in remote 
areas.  
 
The family group of companies also includes AMD – Aircraft 
Manufacturing Development that makes factory built type 
certified and Sport Light aircraft. - For more information – 
www.zenithair.com 

 An accomplished aeronautical engineer, Chris 
Heintz is a graduate of the E.T.H Institute in 
Switzerland. After serving in the Air Force, Heintz 
worked for Aerospatiale on the supersonic 
Concorde jetliner, and later became chief engineer 
at Avions Robin (France) where he designed 
several fully-certified two and four seat all-metal 
production aircraft.  

In his spare time, Heintz began to design and build 
his own aircraft, which he named the ZENITH, 
anagram of Heintz. Being an engineer and not a 
craftsman, his all-metal homebuilt aircraft 
incorporated simple construction methods 
throughout. After a little more than a year’s work, 
the two-place low-wing Zenith was rolled out and 
successfully flown in 1969.  Soon after, detailed 
blueprints and construction manuals of the aircraft 
were drawn up and offered to the growing number 
of interested builders and flyers.  

In 1973, Chris Heintz, his family and the Zenith 
moved to North America, where Heintz worked for 
de Havilland (in Toronto) as a stress engineer on 
the Dash 7 commuter. Chris decided to form his 
own aircraft company in 1974, and under the name 
of Zenair Ltd. started to manufacture Zenith kits 
himself from his two-car garage. Through the 
company, Heintz has introduced more than twelve 
successful kit aircraft designs over the years.  In 
1992, Heintz licensed the kit manufacturing and 
marketing rights to Zenith Aircraft Company for the 
STOL CH 701 and the ZODIAC CH 601 designs, 
and has developed the new STOL CH 801 and the 
new ZODIAC XL for Zenith Aircraft Company. 
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 As founder, president and chief engineer of Zenair Ltd. since 1974, Mr. Heintz has designed and developed 
more than 12 new aircraft models, which have been marketed as kit aircraft around the world. More than 800 
aircraft are presently flying around the world in 48 different countries. Heintz designs have earned an excellent 
reputation among pilots, builders, the press, and aviation authorities for their durable all-metal construction, 
normal flight characteristics, reliability, and low maintenance requirements. With a career-long dedication to 
aviation, Chris Heintz is a past recipient of the EAA’s coveted Dr. August Raspet Memorial Award "for 
outstanding contribution to the advancement of the design of light aircraft," and his designs have been 
honored with numerous awards around the world. In 1995 the Federation Aéronautique Internationale (FAI) 
awarded Zenair Ltd. the prestigious Honorary Group Diploma for "greatly contributing to the progress of 
aviation" and Chris Heintz was inducted into the EAA "Hall of Fame" in 1999.  Designer Chris Heintz was 
named the LAMA / Kitplanes magazine "Outstanding Individual" for 2001.  Heintz was selected by his peers 
(aircraft designers and manufacturers) for this prestigious award from the Light Aircraft Manufacturer's Assoc 

Chris Heintz was actively involved in promoting, developing and implementing the standards for the FAA's new 
Sport Pilot / Light Sport Aircraft category. While Heintz officially retired in 2003, he is still very active as a 
designer, engineer and consultant. 

Top left to bottom right: Mr. Chris Heintz | STOL CH 801 | 
Featured in Sport Pilot magazine | Zodiac Tail Dragger | 
Zodiac LSA | Photos and text courtesy of Zenith Aircraft 


