
 

EAA Chapter 2 Encourages and Promotes Sport Aviation and Aeronautical Education in Northeast Indiana 

Chartered October 1, 1956 

www.eaa2.org   •   www.eaa.org   •   www.youngeagles.org   •   www.smdairport.com 

 

The Official Newsletter of 

EAA Chapter 2 

February 2015       Volume 59, Issue 2 

 

 

The Official Newsletter of 

EAA Chapter 2 

February 2015                   Volume 59, Issue 2 

EAA Chapter 2 Membership Renewals 

It's time to renew your EAA Chapter 2 

membership. Yearly dues are only $20. They 

can be paid in person at a Chapter function, by 

mail with the form included in this newsletter, 

or online using PayPal by clicking on "Join 

Chapter 2" from the left-hand menu on our 

website (www.eaa2.org) and selecting the 

"Renew" option. This online form can also be 

used to update your contact information should 

you move or change email addresses. You can 

check your membership status online by 

visiting the membership status page at:  

 www.eaa2.org/membership_status.php  

If you do not have internet access but want to 

check your membership status, please contact 

Mark or Geoff and we'll be happy to help!  

Next Meeting 
February 7th, 6 pm  

(note ear l ier  t ime) 

A n n u a l  B a n q u e t  

Brotherhood Mutual (North Entrance) 

6400 Brotherhood Way  

Please bring a dish to share.  

Table service and drinks provided   

Member Recognition, Awards and Short 

Presentations from Air  

Academy Scholarship Recipients  

O ur January meeting saw 24 hearty souls, 

including five visitors, brave the brutal 

winter weather to hear the presentation by Joel 

Pierce CFII manager, Sweet Aviation, on winter 

flight operations at the IVY Tech Aviation 

Center. Joel’s presentation included every phase 

of flight, with particular emphasis on preflight 

preparations. One item to think about as you 

plan a winter flight is your wardrobe. No, we’re 

not talking fashion here, but survival. If you had 

to make an unplanned landing at an unattended 

field, how long would your jacket and jeans keep 

you safe from harsh winter conditions? If you 

had an off-field landing or compromised 

physical condition, what would you have to 

sustain you? Bear in mind that not only people, 

but electronics and other parts may not work 

the same on an icy, bone-chilling 10 degree day 

as they do at a perfect 70 degrees. Plan ahead, 

preheat, and warm up thoroughly! 

 
Courtesy of AOPA Pilot Blog 

(Continued on next page)  
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In other news, the 2015 EAA Chapter 2 

Board, met for the first time early in January, and 

has been planning for a great year of Chapter 

activities. Watch for the Calendar of Events to 

come out in the newsletter and on the website. 

As you look through the events being planned, 

think about what you can give to your Chapter. 

Can you assist with Young Eagles as ground crew 

or pilot? Can you help set up or take down tables 

or other equipment for an event? Can you make a 

dish to share at the banquet in February or the 

holiday party in December? Do you have an 

interesting flight experience to share, either at a 

meeting or in an article for the newsletter? 

Whatever you can do for your chapter is helpful.  

Also, think about what you may gain by active 

participation in your Chapter. When you get 

involved, whether in large or small ways, you 

will find people who love aviation and readily 

share their ideas, experience, or maybe even a 

tool or maintenance help! So in this New Year, 

resolve to come to as many events as possible; to 

listen, learn, share, and get involved. Have a 

pancake with us in July or a bowl of chili in 

October. You never know who you will meet or 

what great experiences you will have until you 

get involved! Please plan to come out for the 

Chapter banquet carry-in potluck on Saturday, 

February 7, 6:00 PM at Brotherhood Mutual, 

6400 Brotherhood Way, off of Ludwig Road. We 

will have member recognition, awards and some 

brief presentations. Spouses are welcome, of 

course. See you there!    Mark Beck   

(President’s Corner, continued from page 1) 

Informal Fly-Out List 
Chapter 2 is continuing to build an informal 

fly-out email list. If you would like to be 

notified of informal fly-outs, please send your 

email address to Mark Beck at 

President@eaa2.org to be included on the list.  

Calendar of Events 2015 
 

February 7, 6PM - Brotherhood Mutual 

Chapter 2 Banquet and Awards 

March 13, 7PM - Home Workshop  

Featuring Larry Zepp’s Viking 110 HP 

aircraft engine and Zenith Zodiac  

fuselage construction 

April 10, 7PM - IVY Tech Aviation Center 

Jack Webb, test pilot, airline pilot, and  

aircraft home-builder, will speak about his 

experiences and his “Box of Trouble” - 

Parts and Artifacts That Can Teach Us 

Something to Keep Us Safe 

May 9, 9AM to 1PM - Young Eagles  

Flights— Smith Field—Volunteers needed 

as pilots and ground crew 

 

Please share your ideas for chapter events, speaker  

topics, and builder visits with mark.beck@eaa2.org or 

larry.zepp@eaa2.org  
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Chapter Member Project List 

We frequently get asked what types of projects 

are being worked on by our chapter members. 

Some we know about, but there may be others 

we're not aware of. We would like to continue to 

build a list of projects that are currently under 

construction. If you have a project, we'd 

appreciate it if you could contact Mark at 

Mark.Beck@eaa2.org or 260-637-2144 (email 

preferred) with your name and the type of 

aircraft under construction or restoration. Feel 

free to include any other information you think 

would be helpful for the project list. We will 

make it available in the newsletter or website, so 

other chapter members know about them too. If 

you'd prefer not to have your information 

published, please include that request as well. 

We'd also love to include a photo of your project 

on the Member's Aircraft section of the website 

or the Homebuilt Corner of the Newsletter. 

Thank you! 

Meeting Minutes for January 9, 2015 

Chapter President Mark Beck welcomed 

approximately 23 members and guests who 

came out on a cold evening for the monthly 

meeting at Ivy Tech.   

  After the introduction of officers, Mark 

reminded everyone that 2015 Chapter dues 

are due. They can either be paid in-person  

or on-line. 

 Mike Blombach, from Vintage Chapter 37, 

mentioned that there will be Volunteer Work 

Weekends at Oshkosh the last weekends of 

April, May and June. EAA provides housing 

and most food for the weekend. Contact Mike 

or look on the Web at EAA.org - weekends. 

 After the updates, Joel Pierce, the General 

Manager and flight instructor at Sweet 

Aviation, gave us a great presentation on 

winter weather operations (as described in 

President’s Corner pg. 1). This presentation 

qualified for FAA safety credit. Thanks to Joel 

for his interesting presentation. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.  

Minutes submitted by Paul Simunek, Secretary, 

EAA Chapter 2 

W e e k e n d  W o r k  P a r t i e s  (pictured at right)    

Volunteers donating their skills to EAA. Save the dates 

for 2015  • May 2-3  • May 16-17  • May 30-31   

• June 6-7  • June 27-28  (More dates and info at EAA.org) 
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Who’s Who in Chapter 2?  

Are you a licensed pilot?   

Yes, Private SEL since 1975. 

When did you start flying? 

I began in 1974.          

What do you currently fly? 

I rent C172’s but I plan to get checked out in the 

Diamond and then a Zenith Zodiac when my 

airplane project is close to completion. 

Where is the most interesting place you've flown?  

I enjoyed flying to Oshkosh in a Piper, with my wife 

and another couple. We camped with the plane. 

What is your favorite place to fly? Visiting friends 

around the Midwest. I would like to fly to the 

Florida Keys / Gulf Coast and also to visit my 

daughter and son-in-law in Utah. 

What is your interest in aviation? I developed an 

interest in aviation and flying at a very young age. I 

used to watch the Lockheed Constellation’s line up 

for LaGuardia airport north of NYC. I wanted to be a 

pilot for as long as I can remember. As a boy, I built 

and flew control line models. In the early 60’s our 

family visited Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome on the 

Hudson River, where airline pilots flew WWl replicas 

on the weekends for fun. This was my first 

introduction to sport flying for fun. 

What are you building /dreaming of building? I 

have been building a metal Zenith Zodiac CH 650 kit 

aircraft for about three years. The rudder, tail and 

wings are complete and I am currently building the 

fuselage. This aircraft will use the Viking Aircraft 

Engine (Honda based) and a BRS ballistic parachute. 

How long have you been a member of Chapter 2? 

Since I moved to Fort Wayne in 1987. 

Have you ever held a chapter office? If so, what 

positions? I am currently serving as Vice 

President. Previously, I served as Ch. 50 president 

in 1977 (Huron, OH), Ch. 582 treasurer in 1983 

(Toledo, OH), Ch. 2 secretary in 2002, and Ch. 2 

president for four years. 

What is your favorite thing about Chapter 2?  I 

like working with our great members and kids at 

Young Eagle rallies. 

How long have you been an EAA national 

member? Since 1973. 

If you go to the Oshkosh show, what is your 

favorite time there?   I first visited the big 

Oshkosh show in 1974 and have attended often. 

My favorite experience was in 2014 when I 

volunteered for five days, helping with the One 

Week Wonder aircraft building project. 

What is your favorite airplane? P-38 and P-51 

fighter, Rutan Boomerang, and Breezy. 

Who is your dream co-pilot? My wife, Pam, of 

course, also with Harrison Ford, Sully Sullenberger 

or Jeff Skiles. 

What is your most memorable flying experience 

(as pilot or passenger)?   Flying the EAA Ford Tri-

Motor at Auburn with Sean Elliott. 

What is your occupation? I work as an engineer / 

inventor, developing electromechanical products 

and hybrid drive systems for vehicles. I am 

currently Chief Technologist for a small branch of 

Cummins Engine. 
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2015 Dues Renewal 

Please complete this form and mail to the address below with a check for $20 to renew your 

dues for 2015. If you are a new member, please download a membership form from our website 

or contact a Chapter 2 officer or board member for more information. Dues renewals are due 

January 1
st
, 2015. You may also pay via PayPal on www.eaa2.org 

 

Name: __________________________________ National EAA Member #: ______________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: _____________________________ State: _______________ Zip Code: ____________ 

 

Home Phone: ______________________  Alternate Phone: __________________________ 

 

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Spouse Name (if applicable): ___________________________________________________ 
 
 

Please mail this form and a check for $20 made out to “EAA Chapter Two” to: 

EAA Chapter Two 

c/o Geoff Robison,  Treasurer  

1521 East MacGregor Dr.  

New Haven, IN 46774 
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Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter Two 
429 E Dupont Rd. #183 
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 EAA Chapter 2 Officers and Board Members: 

President  Mark Beck president@eaa2.org (260) 637-2144  

Vice President Larry Zepp  vicepresident@eaa2.org  (260) 348-0336 

Secretary Paul Simunek secretary@eaa2.org   

Treasurer Geoff Robison treasurer@eaa2.org  (260) 437-5579 

Young Eagle Coordinators David & Laramie Resler youngeagles@eaa2.org (260) 693-6191 

Builder’s Support Larry Zepp skyking6500@gmail.com  (260) 348-0336 

Website Editor Kevin Stahl webmaster@eaa2.org (260) 637-3613 

Newsletter Editor  Pam Zepp newsletter@eaa2.org (260) 602-2398 

Technical Advisor  Dean Husted   

Flight Advisor Craig Brown   
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