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The tumultuous and sometimes gloomy weather the 

past few weeks has certainly made for difficulty in 

enjoying recreational flying. For two recent, 

consecutive Saturdays I had been weathered in at 

DeKalb County (GWB) under incredibly low ceilings as 

nearby aviation events progressed just a few minutes 

flight away. The weather did clear on Father’s Day, 

which allowed for a spectacular flight with Dad over 

some very flooded area rivers and over his farm, 

which fortunately, was not so flooded. Dad had 

introduced me to flight and served as my informal 

flight instructor in the mid to late 1960’s, long before 

there was such a thing as Young Eagles. Even before 

that, as a young child I would quietly slip into his desk, 

the second drawer, lower left, and pore over his little 

Piper aircraft booklet showing some planes which he 

had flown at an earlier time and longed to fly again; 

planes which I could only dream about in those early 

days on our family farm. Little did I know at that time, 

that through Dad and Mom’s hard work and planning, 

I would one day fly his plane (and much later, my own 

homebuilt plane) off of a landing strip on that very 

farm. Dad shared his passion for flight with hundreds 

of children and adults throughout his seventy years as 

a private pilot. Last fall he decided to sell his 1956 

Cessna 172, which had been part of our family for 42 

years, and give up flying. I know he is still an aviator, 

(though once again, he is only dreaming of flying) 

because when I called him on Father’s Day with an 

offer of a flight, there was no hesitation in his answer. 

(Continued on next page)  

Enjoy a dinner with your fellow Chapter 

members at Oshkosh 2015! EAA 

CHAPTER 2 and VAA CHAPTER 37 are 

sponsoring a dinner at Tall Pines (near the 

ultralight runway) for all Chapter members 

on Friday, July 24 at 6:00 PM. Please 

contact Mark Beck by email at 

Mark.Beck@eaa2.org or phone 260-403-

6220 to RSVP by MONDAY, July 20, or if 

you have questions. Hope to see you at 

Oshkosh! 

 

Fly-in/Drive-in 

July 11 th— 7am-11am  
Hanger 2—Smith Field (KSMD)

http://www.eaa2.org
http://www.eaa.org
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http://www.smithairfield.com
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It was good to return the favor of sharing a 

flight and seeing this incredible Earth from a 

different perspective.  I hope we can always 

pass forward, and give back, our passion for 

flight. 

This month, though we have no regular 

Chapter meeting or Young Eagles, we can revel 

in aviation activities. On July 10 at 6:00PM we 

are setting up for the Pancake breakfast, 

followed by an informal ride share in the 

evening for members. Bring your plane or your 

desire to ride in a plane. July 11 is the Pancake 

Fly-in/Drive-in at Smith field which usually 

brings interesting planes, cars and people from 

a variety of places. Of course, AirVenure takes 

place in Oshkosh July 20 through July 26. If you 

are at AirVenture on Friday, July 24, come to 

the Chapter dinner at 6:00PM at Tall Pines. 

(For Tall Pines, please RSVP to me by Monday 

July 20.) Also check out the Calendar of Nearby 

Fly-ins in the newsletter for other events. 

Invite a friend to go along! 

Finally, help your EAA Chapter 2 get the word 

out about events. You can “Like” us on 

Facebook by clicking the tab on the right side of 

our website homepage. Remember on 

Facebook you can “Share” a public event such 

as our Pancake Breakfast or Young Eagles to 

help get the word out.  

 

Mark Beck   

(President’s Corner, continued from page 1) 
THANK YOU STARBASE PRESENTERS!! 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST SET UP NEEDED 

SUPPORT THE PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

http://www.eaa2.org
http://www.eaa2.org
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http://www.smithairfield.com
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Calendar of Events 2015 

July 11th—7 AM - 11 AM   
Pancake Breakfast Fly-in/Cruise-in 

Hanger 2 at Smith Field Airport.  

July 22nd Oshkosh— 5:30pm  Young Eagles 

Awards Dinner, Eagle Hangar 

July 24th Oshkosh— 6pm  EAA2/VAA37 

Dinner—Tall Pines (near ultralight runway) 

August 8th— 9am - 1pm  Young Eagles 

Flights Smith Field—Volunteers 

needed as pilots and ground crew. 

August 9th— 8am  Husted pancake fly-in 

drive-in. Hicksville, OH 

 August 14th— 7pm  Chapter Meeting, Jim 

Stark’s RV12 project near Ossian. 

September 11th— 7pm Chapter Meeting,  
Mike Hathaway’s Wag Aero Cuby Sport 

Trainer project. 

September 12th— 9am - 1pm   

Young Eagles Flights Smith Field—

Volunteers needed as pilots and 

ground crew. 

Congratulations to EAA2 members! Even 

though the morning started with fog, rain, and 

low ceilings; and we couldn’t fly until after 

noon. We flew 40 kids at SMD on June 13. 

There were 6 pilots and 20 ground support. 

Other activities included making cookie 

cutters from aluminum strips, Aviation 

Explorers demonstrating their RC helicopter, a 

wind tunnel built by the Jaquish family and 

flight simulators. We appreciate all who 

stayed around until we could fly the kids.  

A big THANK YOU to Pizza Hut on Lima Road 

for donating the delicious pizza for lunch. If 

you stop in there, be sure to thank the 

manager. 

Even though we don’t have a YE Rally 

scheduled for July, you can still take kids 

flying. If you do, be sure to send the 

registration forms as soon as possible after 

the flight. Also, let me know so I can keep 

track of how many kids our Chapter flies. 

Our next Rally is Aug. 8th. Let us know if you 

will be helping at that Rally. You can call (260)

402-6764 or email youngeagles@eaa2.org. 

 David and Laramie Resler 

Young Eagle Coordinators  

 

 

July 20-26,  

EAA AIRVENTURE OSHKOSH 2015 

Are you looking for a ride or have space 
available in your airborne or land-bound 
vehicle? Hop onto the RideShare page, at 
EAA.org  

http://www.eaa2.org
http://www.eaa2.org
http://www.eaa.org
http://www.youngeagles.org
http://www.smithairfield.com
tel:260-402-6764
tel:260-402-6764
mailto:youngeagles@eaa2.org
https://www.eaa.org/en/airventure/plan-your-eaa-airventure-trip/rideshare
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Selected Fly-in Events Around Fort Wayne, IN  
Updated June 24, 2015 by Craig Brown—Not responsible for errors. Verify event before departure. 

      

7/1/15  
to 

7/5/15 

Air Show and Balloon Festival  
(flyins.com - Mich DOT) 

Battle Creek, MI BTL Barb Haluszka  
269-962-0592 

bcballoons.com 

69.9 

7/3/15 Fly-in lunch (FBO) Goshen, IN GSH Goshen FBO  
574-533-8245 

37.0 

7/4/15 Watervliet, MI Fly-In Steak Dinner (Mich DOT) Watervliet, MI 40C Don Carney, 
donrcs@yahoo.com 

80.3 

7/11/15 Smith Field Pancake Breakfast Flyin/Drivein 
(flyins.com - AOPA.org) 

Fort Wayne, IN SMD Mark Beck eaa2.org  
260-403-6220  

0.0 

7/11/15 Hastings, MI Fly-In Breakfast (Mich DOT) Hastings, MI 9D9 Mark Noteboom 
sue0117@msn.com 

91.6 

7/12/15 Michigan City Pancake Breakfast (flyins.com)  Michigan City, 
IN 

MGC Jessica Ward  
219-872-0121 

82.5 

7/18/15 GOF Central MG/Vintage Plane show 
(flyins.com - AOPA.org) 

Zionsville, IN 
Indianapolis 
Executive 

Airport 

TYQ Tom Wilson 
317-873-8697 

hoosiermgs.com/
gof.html 

83.5 

8/1/15 Annual Popular Rotorcraft Association 
Breakfast (flyins.com) 

Mentone, IN C92 Brent Drake  
317-364-0289 

41.2 

8/7/15 Fly-in lunch (FBO) Goshen, IN GSH Goshen FBO  
574-533-8245 

37.0 

8/8/15 Flying Heritage Festival (EAA.org) Moraine, OH I73 James Gallagher 
937-866-2489 

97.1 

8/9/15 La Porte Aero Club Pancake Breakfast 
(flyins.com - AOPA.org) 

La Porte, IN PPO Neil Straub  
219-363-7417 

76.0 

8/9/15 South Haven, MI Fly-In Breakfast 
(Mich DOT) 

South Haven, MI LWA Dave Johnson 
southhavenairport@

gmail.com 

87.8 

8/15/15 Annual Taildragger Rendezvous, lunch 
(AOPA.org - EAA.org) 

Indianapolis, IN 
Post Air Airport 

7L8 Steve Delaplane 
317-581-1142 

92.4 

8/15/15 Mason Aviation Day all-u-can-eat pancake 
breakfast (AOPA.org -EAA.org -Mich DOT) 

Mason, MI TEW Steve Houghton 
517-290-7528 

www.eaa55.org 

91.4 

8/22/15 EAA Chapter 67 Pancake Breakfast  
Fly In/Drive In (AOPA.org - EAA.org) 

Noblesville, IN I80 Brian Crull 
317-201-6822 

www.eaa67.org 

77.8 

8/23/15 Mizpah Shrine Fly-In Breakfast (flyins.com) Fort Wayne, IN FWA Dale R Dolby 
260 414-2805  

10.1 

http://www.eaa2.org
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bcballoons.com
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412---M_2015_7,00.html
mailto:donrcs@yahoo.com
http://flyins.com/?dir=content&task=home&sess=1&sess=1&zipcode=KSMD&distanse=100&address=&month=7&x=53&y=8
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412---M_2015_7,00.html
mailto:sue0117@msn.com
http://flyins.com/?dir=content&task=home&sess=1&sess=1&zipcode=KSMD&distanse=100&address=&month=7&x=53&y=8
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http://flyins.com/?dir=content&task=home&sess=1&sess=1&zipcode=KSMD&distanse=100&address=&month=8&x=60&y=18
http://www.aopa.org/Events/2015/August/La-Porte-Aero-Club-Pancake-Breakfast
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412---M_2015_7,00.html
mailto:southhavenairport@gmail.com
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http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412---M_2015_7,00.html
http://www.eaa55.org
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June 18, 2015 - Three top kit companies have been 

chosen to partner with EAA for the Give Flight project 

during EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2015. Attendees and 

volunteers will build sets of wings from Sonex, Zenith, 

and Van’s Aircraft, with the completed wings being 

given to EAA chapters to complete the remainder of 

the airplane. 

The volunteer-based project will occur at the main 

crossroads of the EAA AirVenture grounds on 

Celebration Way. Volunteers will construct the wings 

on each of the seven days of the convention, and 

anyone who walks by can participate by pulling a 

rivet. 

The chapters that receive the completed wings for 

free will then be responsible for raising the funds 

necessary to complete the aircraft. Although EAA 

chapters are not allowed to operate an aircraft, they 

are allowed to build and restore them. Then, if a group 

of EAA members wants to form an independent flying 

club, they have an aircraft as a club focus. 

“By kicking this off at Oshkosh we will get to highlight 

two of EAA’s core activities—homebuilding and 

chapters—to tens of thousands of people,” said 

Charlie Becker, EAA homebuilt community manager. 

“Plus, we will get to promote the concept that flying 

clubs are a way to reduce the cost of learning to fly as 

well as the barriers to participation in aviation.  

"I’m proud that Sonex, Van’s, and Zenith recognize 

how meaningful this project is and that they stepped 

up to support it not only by donating the wings but by 

committing some of their staff to make sure 

everything is completed on time."  

Homebuilding Ambassadors  

Sought for Give Flight Project 

Where: EAA AirVenture Museum | Eagle Hangar 

Details: Doors open at 5:30 p.m. – Dinner at 6 p.m. 

 Awards and program at 7:00 p.m. 

 Admission is free, but tickets are required 

Please register online - Tickets go quickly so be 

sure to order soon. You can order up to 2 

tickets per EAA member. We suggest you order 

2 even though you may not have someone to 

share it with at this time. We usually find those 

who want to attend, but don't have a ticket.

Volunteers including EAA Chairman Jack J. Pelton prepare to 
attach the One Week Wonder’s right wing at EAA AirVenture 
Oshkosh 2014. Photo by Phil Weston Story/photo Courtesy of 
E-Hotline—EAA.org.  Submitted by Larry Zepp 

http://www.eaa2.org
http://www.eaa2.org
http://www.eaa.org
http://www.youngeagles.org
http://www.smithairfield.com
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