T h e O f f i c i a l N e w s le t t e r o f

F e b r u a r y 2 0 1 7 V o l u m e 6 1 I s su e 2

In spite of the cloudy, rainy, January weather, I
hope you are looking forward to another active year
with EAA Chapter 2. Our January Gathering got us off
to a good start with Larry Zepp sharing updates on
his avionics choices for his Zenith Zodiac. It is
amazing how small and light these components have
become! We enjoyed a light snack of sloppy Joes,
chips, and carrots which I provided and some
members signed up to provide snacks at future
Gatherings. Your participation in providing snacks is
encouraged and appreciated. Or, team-up with
someone else to provide snacks.

I got to meet a new member at the January
gathering and several people paid their 2017 dues. It
is that time of year to pay dues and update your
member information. Many members have already
done so in person, through PayPal, or through the
mail. Thank you!!

Member Recognition, Awards, short presentations
from Air Academy Scholarship recipients
and Guest Speaker
Table service and beverages will be provided.
(Please enter through the front entrance)
1.Board members: Bring MAIN COURSES.
2.Last names A-L : Bring a SIDE DISH.
3.Last names M-Z: Bring a DESSERT.

The Chapter Board of Directors is still planning
events for later this year. If you have any suggestions
for topics or events, whether on building,
maintenance, flight planning, safety, or history,
please get those to me or any Board member.
One special note, I wish to congratulate member
Ray Dosh on his recent acquisition of an RV-14 kit! I
look forward to seeing this bigger version of the RV6 and RV-7 progress over the coming months.
Our February Gathering is the carry-in banquet
and awards night on Saturday, February 11, 6:00
p.m. at Brotherhood Mutual Insurance offices 6400
Brotherhood Way, off of Ludwig Road. We have a
special speaker this year that I am certain you will
(Continued on page 2)
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(President’s Corner continued from page 1)

find interesting, thought provoking, and
entertaining! Encourage your family members to
attend with you as this is a great time to get to
know people and learn what is going on in the
Chapter.

Saturday  February 11  6:00 P.M.
Annual EAA Chapter 2 Banquet
Brotherhood Mutual

Board members are bringing main dishes.
Members with last names beginning A-L, please
bring a side dish to share. Members M-Z please
bring a dessert. Drinks and table service will be
provided.

Friday  March 10  7 P.M.
Monthly Get-Together EAA2

Visit to Ryan Stark’s RV -12 project

Friday  April 14  7 P.M.
Monthly Get-Together EAA2

We will have brief presentations from last year’s
Air Academy scholarship participants, Chapter
Awards and door prizes. The 2016 financial report
will be available for those who would like to review
it. Also, we have a few Chapter hats available for
sale if you have worn out yours.

Saturday  May 6  9 A.M. to 1 P.M.
VAA 37 Young Eagles Rally
Vintage Clubhouse at DeKalb County Airport

Friday  May 12  7 P.M.
Monthly Get-Together EAA2

Panel Discussion of Homebuilt Flight Testing

I hope you can be there to celebrate last year’s
accomplishments as we look forward to another
great year of sport flying and promoting aviation!

Saturday  May 13  9 A.M. to 1 P.M.
EAA 2 Young Eagles Rally
Hangar 2 at Smith Field Airport

Saturday  June 3  9 A.M. to 1 P.M.
VAA 37 Young Eagles Rally

Happy Flying!

Vintage Clubhouse at DeKalb County Airport

Friday  June 9  7 P.M.
Monthly Get-Together EAA2
Cookout at Smith Field

Saturday  June 10  9 A.M. to 1 P.M.
EAA 2 Young Eagles Rally
Hangar 2 at Smith Field Airport

By Craig Brown

Friday  July 7  5:30 P.M.
Set-up for Pancake Breakfast

First Friday of each month
Lunch at the Goshen airport FBO

Hangar 2 at Smith Field Airport

Friday  July 8  7-11 A.M.
Pancake Breakfast Fly-in/Cruise-in

Fourth Saturday of each month
Breakfast at the Vintage Chapter 37
clubhouse - Auburn airport

Hangar 2 at Smith Field Airport
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Are you a licensed pilot? …

When did you start flying ? …

Tell us about Oshkosh. …

How long have you been a member of Chapter 2? …

.

What is your favorite thing about Chapter 2? …

Who introduced you to aviation? …

What flying adventures have you had? …

What is your occupation? …

3
EAA Chapter 2 Encourages and Promotes Sport Aviation and Aeronautical Education in Northeast Indiana
Chartered October 1, 1956
www.eaa2.org www.eaa.org www.youngeagles.org www.smdairport.com

Are you a pilot? Are you building an aircraft? Are you an aircraft owner?
Are you just “plane nuts” about aviation?
If so, then join us! Visit our website at www.eaa2.org and click on “Join EAA2”

Dear members and friends,
With access to the internet, we have so much more wonderful
information than builders had just 10 years ago. People interested
in possibly building their own plane can compare different
designs, view builder log pictures or videos and even get reviews
and ratings on the merits of different aircraft designs. So much
can be learned from You Tube videos that it is the next best thing to building and flying the
real airplane. Several EAA and other magazine sites can help you decide what you really
want to do with your aircraft and help refine what you would really like to build and fly.
EAA runs the Sportaire Workshop series that teaches you the basics of several
construction methods. In addition, many aircraft designers provide kits that do a lot of the
component fabrication for you. As long as you do 51% of the assembly work, it fits into the
Experimental, Amateur Built (E -AB). If you are building an ultralight design, then the 51%
rule does not apply. You do, however need to build it correctly and make sure it does not go
over the maximum UL weight limit of 254 lbs. – excluding the weight of floats and safety
devices like a BRS emergency parachute. Many find that a parts kit saves them a
tremendous amount of time. Some of the larger kit aircraft companies offer a workshop
experience to let you try out the construction method and see if you like it. In metal
aircraft, RV and Zenith both offer weekend rudder workshops to learn those skills. If you
build the rudder and liked doing it, you probably used every different operation for
building the entire airplane
in that rudder.

and built the horizontal stabilizer. The
next kit was for the wings, ailerons and
flaps. Then I ordered the fuselage kit and
the final finishing kit. I am currently
completing the fuselage and have the
final kit in the hangar with the landing
gear and canopy.

Once you have decided on
what plane you would like
to build, many kit aircraft
manufacturers offer several
choices: plans, partial kits
(buy partial kits as you
build), the complete aircraft kit, or a fast
build kit that still complies with the 51%
but saves the builder additional time. I
liked the partial kit approach for building
my Zenith Zodiac 650B. After building the
rudder and liking it, I ordered the tail kit

As you go through the building process
with a Zenith aircraft, you reference the
plans, builders guide and many internet
resources at www.zenith.aero . This web
site links Zenith builders from all over
(Continued on page 5)
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(Homebuilt Corner continued from page 4)

the world. Making friends with other builders (local and far
away) helps a lot and reinforces that you are not alone in
doing this project. This is where being a member of a local
chapter, like EAA Chapter 2 is a great support system. EAA
Technical Counselors provide free inspection and advice when
asked to look at your work. This and advice from other
experienced builders makes sure the new builder is on the
right track and is doing safe quality work.
In addition, I ordered DVD videos that help illustrate the construction of
the Zodiac from Homebuilt Help ( www.homebuilthelp.com). These videos gave me valuable
information, great hints on the building sequence and another way to look at things when
the drawings just don’t make sense!
Make sure you use all of these resources and your airplane building will be infinitely
easier and better supported than the pioneer experimental builders that came before you!
Fair skies and tailwinds,
Larry Zepp

Minutes: January 2017
Chapter President Mark Beck greeted 18 members and guests to the monthly gathering at
Ivy Tech Aviation Center. Sloppy Joes and finger foods were served.
New Business

Roster: Sh o u l d b e co m p l e t e a n d a va i l a b l e t o a l l m e m b e r s b y M a y .
Reminder: W e a r yo u r n a m e t a g t o ga t h e r i n gs i f y o u h a ve o n e . P a p e r n a m e t a g s w i l l
also be available. This helps everyone to get to know each other.
Calendar: T h e r e a r e st i l l a fe w p r o gr a m s t o f i l l f o r t h e c o m i n g ye a r . Su g g e st i o n s f o r
program topics, speakers, or project visits are welcome. If you have a suggestion, please
contact a board member (see the last page for contact info).
Refreshments: Vo l u n t e e r s a r e n e e d e d t o s u p p l y l i gh t r e f r e sh m e n t s f o r g a t h e r i n g s.
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Aviation History -

Please contact Mark Beck or sign up when
you attend a get-together.
February Program: A n n u a l B a n q u e t o n
Saturday, the 11th of February, at
Brotherhood Mutual. Chapter Officers will
furnish the main dish. Last names from A L bring side dishes and M -Z bring
desserts. Note the 6 P.M. gathering time.
March 10 Get-Together: w i l l b e a t J i m
Stark's residence near Ossian. Ryan will be
giving the presentation on their project.
Beacon Markers: K e v i n St a h l sh a r e d a
website called Arrows Across America .
about the old cement beacon markers for
Airmail pilots. There are four in Indiana.

Solomons Knob in San Bernardino County, CA
Perched atop a 4,442 ft. summit, sits a relic from
the North American transcontinental airmail route.
Find out why these desolate remains of navigation
stations have piqued the interest of so many; from
history buffs to stamp collectors, photographers,
geocachers, hikers, and travelers, alike. You’ll be
captivated by stories of night flights on unmarked
routes, the dismissal of school at the sound of an
approaching motor overhead and the romance of
dropping airborne love letters weighted with bolts.

Discussion

Restoration/Renovation : o f t h e o l d
Smith Field hanger to an Air Mail Museum.
New regulation for 3rd class medicals :
will go into effect May 1.
Program

Larry Zepp gave an interesting talk about his
avionics purchases on Black Friday that triggered
discussions from the members.

As discussions go forward for an Air Mail Museum
in Fort Wayne, read about this intoxicating era of
flight and join the enthusiasm for this spirited project.

Minutes submitted by

Happy Surfing.
Pam Zepp, Editor



Arrows Across America





Arrows Across America





U.S. Airmail Beacon System





Mystery of the Giant Arrows





Slim Lewis Slept Here





Airmail Pioneers



Giant Concrete Arrows?

(Indianapolis arrow)
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2017 Dues Renewal
Please complete this form and mail to the address below with a check for $20 to renew your dues for
2017. If you are a new member, please download a membership form from our website
or you may contact a Chapter 2 officer or board member for more information. Dues renewals are
due January 1 of each year. Payments may be made by check via Postal Service—or—at monthly
Chapter 2 gatherings—or—by credit card or Pay Pal via the Chapter 2 website (www.eaa2.org) .

Name: ______________________________________ National EAA Member # _____________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________ State: _______ Zip Code: __________________
Home Phone: _________________________ Alternate Phone: __________________________
Email Address: _________________________________________________________________
Spouse Name (if applicable): ______________________________________________________
Please mail this form and a check for $20 made out to "EAA Chapter Two" to:
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Newsletter Editor
2812 Trent Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46815
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter Two
429 E Dupont Rd. #183
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46845
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter Two Encourages and Promotes Sport Aviation and Aeronautical Education in Northeast Indiana.

EAA Chapter 2 Officers and Board Members:
President

Mark Beck

(260) 403-6220

president@eaa2.org

Vice President

Larry Zepp

(260) 348-0336

vicepresident@eaa2.org

Secretary

Claudia Paterson

260-344-1084

secretary@eaa2.org

Treasurer

Geoff Robison

(260) 437-5579

treasurer@eaa2.org

Young Eagle Coordinators

David & Laramie Resler

(260) 693-6191

youngeagles@eaa2.org

Builder’s Support

Larry Zepp

(260) 348-0336

skyking6500@gmail.com

Website Editor

Kevin Stahl

(260) 637-3613

webmaster@eaa2.org

Newsletter Editor

Pam Zepp

(260) 602-2398

newsletter@eaa2.org

Technical Advisor

Position Open

Flight Advisor

Craig Brown

