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Cold winter flying is such a thrill!

A modestly

powered plane suddenly feels like it could blast off
into orbit. Such was the case on my New Year’s

Day flight to Nappanee’s (C03) “hanger-over” lunch.
With a temperature of NEGATIVE two degrees
Fahrenheit, density altitude of NEGATIVE 4091
feet, and 10 knot wind on the nose, the little 160
horse power, fixed pitch RV6-A was off the ground
in about 300 feet with an astonishing rate of climb
as I glance down at the 500 foot marker stripes well
below. Granted, I was solo and light on fuel, but
what a grin!
The downside to all of this fun is pre-flight, opening
and

closing

the

hangar,

and

non-motorized

positioning, while trying to avoid frostbite or
hypothermia. Even removing the cowl blanket, prop
sleeves, and cowl plugs inside the unheated hangar
with bare hands could freeze your fingers in
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minutes. Once underway, N670B’s heat system is
very adequate. With any sun overhead, the eyeball
vent is soon cracked open while the heat continues
to pour in on my feet.
Another positive aspect to cold weather flights into
small airports is the lack of traffic and the
abundance of parking. Only two other flights came
in for the lunch. Even so, every room in the terminal
building was packed with enthusiastic, friendly,
“drive-in” diners enjoying the first event of the New

Year.
(Continued on page 2)
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About Your Membership Renewal

(President’s Corner, Continued from page 1)

Later, a quick stop by Rochester (KRCR) for self-

time to renew your membership with EAA

serve fuel was no picnic (though no one was in line

Chapter 2 for 2018. Your support of, and

ahead of me at the pump), but it made the warm

participation in EAA Chapter 2 can enrich your

flight back to DeKalb (KGWB) even sweeter. If you

aviation interest and understanding, as well as

have not flown in the cold weather, dress for it, pay

that of other aviation enthusiasts of all ages. Your

attention to all precautions about winter flying, and

support and participation also helps promote

get out there. It is beautiful!

aviation throughout the broader community.

Recent Chapter 2 activities have 2018 off to a great

Please use the interactive form on the website, or

start. Thanks to Chapter 2’s vice president Larry

print and mail the printable form to update your

Zepp, for coordinating and hosting the first VMC/IMC

type of membership, address, phone, email,

club meeting on January10 with over 50 participants.
With the support of Sweet Aviation’s staff and their

interest areas, project, aircraft, or suggestions.

generous contribution of food for these events, this

Dues can be paid through the PayPal link on the

club promises to bring about some lively discussion

website version or checks and printed forms can

of intriguing situations, with the end goal of helping

be mailed to Geoff Robison, EAA Chapter Two

all pilots think ahead, respond to unusual situations,

Treasurer, P.O. Box 28, New Haven, IN 46774.

and operate more safely.

Membership Categories

Our regular Chapter 2 Gathering on January 12 was

Individual = $20.00

hampered somewhat by uncertain road conditions,

Family = $30.00

but 20 visitors and guests shared a simple meal,

Student = Free

followed by a well-received talk from Lowell Farrand.
If you have not gotten a copy of his book, you can

get it through Amazon or from him directly. The title
EAA Chapter Two is a not-for-profit organization. Help

is God, Me and Those Flying Machines. Let me

us carry out our mission: Experimental Aircraft

know if you need contact info. Much thanks to Lowell

Association Chapter Two Encourages and

and his wife Gay for making the trip from the

Promotes Sport Aviation and Aeronautical

Ligonier area to share his (their) story.

Education in Northeast Indiana.

The next Gathering is the February 10 Chapter
Awards Banquet (see related article). I hope to see
all of you there for a great pot luck dinner and good
time recognizing the NUMEROUS members who
make EAA Chapter 2 such an amazing organization.
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EAA 2 Young Eagles
Young Eagles is not just about flying kids. It’s also
about youth education; including teaching kids
what makes the airplane fly, how the instruments
help us fly, what it takes to become a pilot or how
to plan a flight. For several years, we have

Brotherhood Mutual

assisted the Fort Wayne Airport Allen County
Airport Authority with the Boy Scout Merit Badge
event. But on Saturday, January 27, it was the
girl’s turn.
The American Heritage Girls held their Daddy/
Daughter Aviation Date Night where they
worked on earning their aviation badge. Kevin

Ivy Tech Aviation Center at Smith Field

Stahl, Tim Ormsby, Chase Sleesman, David

Resler and I presented Young Eagles, the four
Smith Field Airport

forces of flight.
If anyone is interested in helping with this type of
presentation, please let us know.
Smooth Air!!
David and Laramie Resler
Young Eagle Coordinators

Mark Beck's Hangar at DeKalb Co. Airport

David Resler explains how an airplane
flies and what the control surfaces do.
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The American Heritage Girls Aviation Date Night

Kevin Stahl discusses the instruments
and what they tell pilots.

Chase Sleesman, (a student pilot of Bob Schmelz)
discusses the requirements to become a pilot.

Tim Ormsby explains the procedure
for a flight plan.

Chase Sleesman, Tim Ormsby, Laramie Resler, David
Resler, and Kevin Stahl at The American Heritage
Girls, Aviation Date Night.
4

EAA Chapter 2 Encourages and Promotes Sport Aviation and Aeronautical Education in Northeast Indiana
Chartered October 1, 1956
www.eaa2.org www.eaa.org www.youngeagles.org www.smdairport.com

Are you a pilot? Are you building an aircraft? Are you an aircraft owner?
Are you just “plane nuts” about aviation?
If so, then join us! Visit our website at www.eaa2.org and click on “Join EAA2”

Homebuilt Corner – More People are Building a Kit Aircraft!
Did you know that more new custom built aircraft
(Experimental or Light Sport Aircraft) are completed and
registered every year than ALL of the factory produced
single engine aircraft combined? The US gives us the
freedom to build our own plane and major advances in
kit manufacturing are making it much easier and quicker
to complete.
EAA Headquarters has a wealth of information on this if
you go to www.eaa.org / Homebuilt. They have a great
guide available as a free download:
Check out this sourcebook if you want to learn more about homebuilding.
Many new or aspiring pilots want to get into the air, but just can’t buy

or rent a factory built aircraft. Maybe they are looking for a simple and
fun way to experience flight that doesn’t break the bank. There are
many choices to explore – powered parachutes, trikes, and ultralights,
to name a few. These options are often easier to learn, more portable
and more affordable than a typical aircraft. When these aircraft are
demonstrated at the AirVenture Oshkosh show, I am always amazed
how controllable they are.
Another great solution is to join a flying club. A group can share

a factory built plane, restored vintage aircraft, experimental or
Light Sport. EAA’s “Give Flight” project built (5) sets of wings at
AirVenture 2015. These were donated to five different chapters
with the condition that the chapter raise money, complete the
plane and start a separate flying club for some of their
members. Two of these planes were completed last Summer at
AirVenture 2017 and they are forming their flying clubs now.
I urge you to check out all the options, get current and get back

into the air!
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The First VMC / IMC Club Meeting was a Hit!
This special interest club is co-sponsored by EAA Chapter 2 and Sweet
Aviation. FIFTY-SIX pilots attended the first meeting and we had lots of great
questions. This combined meeting is for all pilots and interested persons . The VMC part focuses on actual
VFR flying scenarios that are presented on video and are then discussed by the group. Then an IMC flying
scenario focusing on an actual instrument flight scenario is presented and discussed.
This is “Hangar Flying” at it’s best, with everyone getting into the act to decide the best ways to solve the
aviation problem. The Jan. topic for VMC was “Vertigo” and several pilots discussed experiences they had
with vertigo. Many agreed that even the basic instrument training in a private ticket is the best way out of a
vertigo situation. Use those instruments, but cross check to make sure they are right! When you go up with a
friend, bring a hood and get some basic instrument refresher training.
The IMC video presentation
was about a somewhat rushed

instrument
AirVenture

departure
Oshkosh.

from
Shortly

after takeoff a fuel problem was

meeting, (16) pilots signed

Next VMC / IMC Club Meeting:
Wednesday, March 14 - Sweet Aviation 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. VIDEO TOPICS: a Preflight
Inspection Mistake and In-flight Icing.

up

for

this

trial

membership and will start
receiving Sport

Aviation

and

member

their

found and the pilot needed to

credentials by the end of

change their plans and do a

Feb. We hope this shares

precautionary landing. Lots of good discussion

all of the great benefits of being in the EAA

asked about the approaching weather, what

family.

airport alternates were open and other factors.

As we try to usher in an early Spring, mark your

We had good participation for both discussions.

calendar to attend the next VMC / IMC club

Sweet Aviation instructor Rick Knight was there

meeting - to be held on Wed. March 14 at Sweet

and had many great constructive comments

Aviation – from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm. We will be

about our next club meeting to be held on Wed.

holding these meetings every other month on the

March 14 at Sweet Aviation – from 6:00 pm –

second Wed. night at Sweet Aviation, Smith

7:30 pm. Everyone enjoyed the pizza provided

Field (KSMD), 902 W. Ludwig Rd., Fort Wayne.

by Sweet Aviation – Thanks Sweet!

Plan

for

meetings

in

March,

May,

July,

EAA headquarters offers a 6 month trial

September, and November. Attending a meeting

membership to any person attending a VMC /

will also earn you FAA WINGS credit for

IMC club meeting. This includes the Sport

attending an aviation safety seminar.

Aviation magazine and all EAA benefits – what a

Hope to see you there!

great way to try out EAA! During our first
6
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2018 Dues Renewal
Please complete this form and mail to the address below with a check for $20 to renew
an individual membership or $30 family membership. If you are a new member, please
download a membership form from our website or you may contact a Chapter 2 officer
or board member for more information. Dues renewals are due January 1 of each year.
Payments may be made by check via Postal Service — at monthly Chapter 2
gatherings, or on the Chapter 2 website by credit card or Pay Pal.
Name: ________________________________ National EAA Member # _____________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________ State: _______ Zip Code: ____________
Home Phone: ______________________Alternate Phone: _______________________
Email Address: _________________________________________________________
Spouse Name (if applicable): ______________________________________________
— Memberships are $20 Individual or $30 Family —
— Payable to "EAA Chapter Two” —
— Send to the address below - or - Give to Mark Beck at the next gathering —

EAA Chapter Two
c/o Geoff Robison, Treasurer
P.O. Box 28
New Haven, IN 46774
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EAA Chapter 2 Officers and Board Members:
President

Mark Beck

(260) 403-6220

president@eaa2.org

Vice President

Larry Zepp

(260) 348-0336

vicepresident@eaa2.org

Secretary

Claudia Paterson

260-344-1084

secretary@eaa2.org

Treasurer

Geoff Robison

(260) 437-5579

treasurer@eaa2.org

Young Eagle Coordinators

David & Laramie Resler

(260) 693-6191

youngeagles@eaa2.org

Builder’s Support

Larry Zepp

(260) 348-0336

skyking6500@gmail.com

Website Editor

Kevin Stahl

(260) 637-3613

webmaster@eaa2.org

Newsletter Editor

Pamela Zepp

(260) 602-2398

newsletter@eaa2.org

Technical Advisor

Position Open

Flight Advisor

Craig Brown

