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As the newest president of Chapter 2, it’s my
honor to wish you all a Happy New Year!

With this new beginning we have the opportunity

Friday

to continue promoting aviation in Northeast

Ivy Tech Aviation Center at Smith Field

Indiana. An important component toward that
end is a member survey to give direction to the



January 11



7 PM

405 W Cook Rd, Fort Wayne, IN 46825

chapter board regarding topics and activities
that interest you and serve to increase member
engagement. Please keep a weather eye out for
details before the end of the month.

share a personal narrative of

It seems appropriate to
introduce

Mike Hathaway, of EAA 2, will
military experiences in

myself.

Vietnam; including the aircraft

About three years ago

that he flew in and his

I showed up at Smith
Field and went on a

knowledge of various military

discovery flight. it was

aircraft operations.

a fantastic experience
that

course

changed

of

my

Refreshments will be served.

the

life.

Since then, I’ve earned
PPL, IR, CPL, started working on both CFI and
CFII. I also bought a Long EZ project with a
friend, and have gotten the opportunity to use
aviation in ways I hadn't imagined just a few

These are just a few of the words that describe

years ago. Over the coming two years, I look

the benefits of being a member of EAA Chapter 2.

forward to hearing and sharing stories with the

chapter and gaining from the lessons that can
be learned through the experiences of others.
(Continued on page 2)
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(President’s Corner - Continued from page 1)

It’s an honor and a privilege to serve our storied

Calendar — 2019

chapter and walk in the footsteps of the aviators that
have come before me. I’m greatly looking forward to
the coming years and even more so, getting to
support EAA’s mission in Northeast, Indiana. I hope

Wednesday January 9
IMC+VMC Club




6 PM

Sweet Aviation Terminal Building, Suite 118

to see you all at our EAA2 Gathering on January 11!
EAA2 Monthly Get-Together
Ivy Tech Aviation Center at Smith Field
Aircraft operations during the Vietnam
war. Presented by Mike Hathaway

2019 Membership Renewal

EAA2 Chapter Banquet
B r o t h e r h o o d Mu t u a l

It’s Time to Renew Your Membership
with EAA Chapter 2 for 2019.
Your support of, and participation in EAA Chapter 2
can enrich your aviation interest and understanding, as
well as that of aviation enthusiasts of all ages.
Your support and participation also helps promote
aviation throughout the broader community.

EAA2 Monthly Get-Together
Ivy Tech Aviation Center at Smith Field
“Test Flying” book review and speakers.
Round table on test flying.
Presented by Larry Zepp

Membership renewal is easy, using the interactive form
on the website, or you can mail the printable version.




memberships are $20.00
memberships (up to two adults and all children in family unit) are $30.00
memberships are free to those under the age of 19 who hold a Student membership with
EAA Incorporated, which is also free to students.
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Homebuilt Corner

(Continued on page 4)
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Blue skies and Tailwinds,

Larry Zepp

Young Eagles
Three years ago, EAA announced that all Young Eagle pilots and some ground personnel
needed to complete their Youth Protection Policy and Protection training. Many of us
completed this in early 2016 and it was good for three years. EAA should send you a
reminder email that your expiration date is approaching.

Be sure to check our website for this year’s Young Eagle rally dates. Hope to see many of you there.
Smooth Air!
David & Laramie Resler
Young Eagles Coordinators, EAA2
(260-402-3480 & 260-402-3478)
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IMC + VMC Club Wednesday, January 9 6:00 PM




Sweet Aviation Terminal Building, Suite 118, located at Smith Field (KSMD)
902 W. Ludwig Rd, Fort Wayne.
VMC Topic - presented by Larry Zepp, VP EAA Ch. 2 - "Smoking is not good for you"
IMC Topic - Presented by Chris Borozan, Pres. EAA Ch. 2 - “Personal IFR experience”
Connect with community pilots for shared experiences and discussion on Jan. 9, from 6:00-7:30 PM. If you
attend this event and are not a current EAA member, you are eligible for a free 6 mo. trial EAA national
membership. This also includes a subscription to Sport Aviation magazine. Make sure you sign up at the club
meeting for this special benefit. Hosts for this meeting: Chris Borozan & Larry Zepp.
VMC Club:https://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation-communities-and-interests/vmc-club
IMC Club: https://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation-communities-and-interests/imc-club
Qualifies for FAA WINGS Pilot Proficiency Credit
Sponsored by Chapter 2 and Sweet Aviation at Fort Wayne’s Historic Smith Field!

Yum!

EAA2 organizer: Larry Zepp Text/phone (260)-348-0336 email: skyking6500@gmail.com




Refreshments will be served.

EAA 2 Member Interest Survey
Later this month, you will receive an important

survey. Primarily, because you will be asked your
opinion on the best night for our monthly gatherings.
The

possible

Get-Together

nights

are

Tuesday,

Thursday or Friday. Please consider which day works
best for your schedule.
In addition, we need your input for meeting topics,
ideas on improving our fundraising events, member
workshop visits and field trips. You will receive your survey the same way you receive your

newsletter. So watch your email or mailbox; give this some thought and respond with your advice
and feedback.
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Flight to Totality from Monotonous to Sublime
Sometimes you just get into a rut…landings aren't great…being under the hood is stifling…
and flying the same practice approach into KFWA is just monotonous.
The VOR 23 into KFWA has been flown by Lorin Kaney and I thirteen times in the last couple of months.
Most of it I've committed to rote memory, mins (if you can ID LINCY) are 1300. I can't remember birthdays

of close friends, but I've got that covered! Perhaps it was time for both of us to get out from beating up the
same patch of sky. Thankfully, we were due for a long cross-country. As luck would have it, August 21st
was fast approaching and Marion County airport in Kentucky (5M9) looked like a great place for it (being
about 250NM away) which is about what the long cross-country for IR needs to be for a total distance. So,
what makes 5M9 worth the extra effort? First, it was having a fly-in lunch for donations. More importantly,
on that day, the totality of The Great American Eclipse was happening right over the top it.
I'll admit that I wouldn't have thought that seeing the eclipse from the totality would be an option. Happily,

Lorin had a couple of good ideas. If we left by 11AM, we could make it to the totality area in time. The best
idea was to call the airport a couple of weeks before and reserve a parking spot for either the DA40 or the
172. As luck would have it, we got the last slot. Now all I had to do, was find a way to get all my work for
Monday done in time. However, there was a problem. Work. If we were going to make it down there in
time, I would have to be at the airport by 11a.m. and still take care of my full day’s work. Since I didn't want
to burn a day off it, the first challenge would be setting the wake-up alarm for just before 4:00 in the
morning. There was a large part of me that would like to have continued sleeping. But I knew that the
earlier I started work, the sooner I’d be heading for the airport. The alarm was silenced and the morning
rituals to get out the door began; knowing that in about 15 minutes the silver Chevy would set off toward
Warsaw with the good intention of being done at 10:00. That was a good plan. Long story short; at 10:16
I'm leaving Warsaw; knowing that it takes over an hour to drive to Smith Field. Accounting for road
construction on route 30, there is one trick that I have in my back pocket, and it's to turn off 30 and head
down Lincoln Highway to Washington Center Rd. That might save me a couple of minutes. That plan
actually worked out this time and the little silver Chevy backed into a parking spot at 11:16.
Now, we get to start off this adventure running late. As Charlie Daniels would say, "...we’re way behind,
and looking to make a deal." so I skipped going to the bathroom before departing. Working within the rules,
I had requested we take V11 from FWA to Evansville, then direct to 5M9. Flight time was scheduled for
(Continued on page 7)
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2 hours 15 minutes, putting us in, a whole 15 minutes before Totality. Don't tell Joel, but it’s a good thing
Sweet rents the 172 wet. I would never just set the power wide open and hope for the best - but running
at the top of the green rpm arc at 6,000 m.s.l. means we wouldn't be able to make more than 75% power.
Once the climb was dispatched with power set and the engine leaned out, the G1000 showed good
news, ground speed (GS) of 103kts and fuel flow of 12.8 gal/hr.
Then came the bad news. 0 gallons remaining. Dang it! I didn't put in that we had full tanks in the plane.
Did I miss anything else on the preflight? The checklist gets flipped back and a line-by-line run-through to
verify that we won't have any problems going forward. Turns out, nothing else was missed, and we know
that with 56 gallons (even with climb out) there is more than enough fuel to get there and much of the
way back. While not great, it's not going to be an issue. According to the panel we are now fighting 24 kt
head winds. ETE shows that we are still going to make it there with 12 minutes to spare. What if we're
late? That is a question we can figure out later. V11 makes a turn by Indy that will help knock the
headwinds down, and winds aloft by Evansville show a weaker cross-wind. This might just work out in our

favor. N12419 is now flying on the autopilot with an instrument clearance.
We are in actual for the first time in months and it feels great to not have to wear the foggels. Getting to
clip through the big white puffy things that I'm not allowed near (on my own) reminds me why IR is worth
the effort. The sight of punching in and out of the tops is unique, followed by a rare sight, N12419 goes
right over the top of a cloud and I cheat a glance back to catch a look at the wake turbulence. Low and
behold, it has two small vortexes swirling away.

Then, "...running behind and willing to make a deal." (Well, one lesson most pilots already know is don't
skip a chance to visit a restroom.) Yep. We were still 45 minutes out and I was going to have to ‘go’ as
soon as we got to the field! However, there was little that could be done about that issue until we landed.
On to solving a problem far more pressing. A thunderstorm is building up right in our intended path. A

quick check of the NEXTRAD tells us what we already know to be true. There is a small cell dumping
moderate rain on our route. It's time to deviate a little left and fly direct to 5M9 requiring a call into
(Continued on page 8)
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Memphis Center to let them know our intentions, along with a request to descend below the scattered
layer. With the approval to start down, light turbulence begins. This is exactly what I didn't need right then.
15 NM out, the magical words, "Cancel IFR." is uttered by me for the first time in the airplane, and we're
just any other VFR 172 heading to see totality. For the first time in many weeks both Lorin and I are
looking at unfamiliar terrain trying to pick out the right field to turn towards. The stress and change of pace

are a welcome relief to the norm that has been the last couple months of flying. For a brief few minutes,
we are two guys looking out the window for a small airfield.
At 5NM the stress is lessened when the “Airport in sight.” call is made. 12419 has been slowing down for
the last couple of minutes and the ‘before landing checklist’ is run; setting the power and flaps to the
needed positions. There is a strong wish that this landing was the sort of perfect landing that gets
greased in and fills the heart with joy. While not the worst landing I've done; it was too fast - resulting in
four hundred feet of float with a touchdown that was bumpier then I'm accustomed to.

Afterwards, the madness began again. Lorin and I had 12419 for the rest of the day. Whilst, the rest of
the crowd hurried to depart, the decision was made to wait this out for 30 minutes or so in hope that all of
the planes would clear out and give us some extra room to work a practice approach into Evansville, IN
(KEVV). As it happens, GA isn't what it used to be. But make no mistake, it still has the ability to remind
people that it's still alive and kicking. What was (in retrospect) the first hint of how busy the airspace
above us must have been, was the Medivac King Air that sat on the ground with both engines turning for
over 10 minutes. The speculation by Lorin and I afterward, was that the controllers were so busy, the
Medivac couldn't pick up their IFR for most of that time or they couldn't release them.
Our best evidence for this was once we were airborne. Trying to pick up the clearance for 12419 was all
but impossible. There was constant chatter on the frequency with Evansville approach stating, "...there
are hundreds of aircraft on my scope." At that point we had picked up the ATIS for KEVV and knew that
we were not going to pick up our IFR clearance there. Going in VFR with me not under the hood was the
(Continued on page 9)
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safest option. With repeated attempts to establish contact with KEVV approach and with only a couple of
miles to go until reaching their airspace we received a squawk code and permission to land. The
pressure had built up and taking the chance to land and reorganize was a good decision.
Additional lessons learned: First, we filed from an airport in Memphis Center and tried to pick up with
KEVV approach. On most days this might be an annoyance to the controller. That day, it was extra work

that they didn't have the ability to safely do. So, connect with the correct controllers to help ensure that
you can pick up your field route. Second, we easily could have waited 20 more minutes to help give traffic
additional time to clear the area. Third, we could have tried to pick up our clearance while still on the
ground, and reasonably increased the odds of getting a clearance in a timely manner. There is a fair
debate on if we would have gotten released with the volume of traffic in the air. The anecdote that was
heard over the frequency was that a Citation was instructed to remain VFR at 2000 - the short distance
from 5M9 to Owensboro. Hopefully, in the months ahead the aviation community can come together and
develop best practices for the next eclipse.
Now that we were safely parked at KEVV in Evansville, it was time to fill up (plane and pilots). Getting
100 LL was the easy part. We grabbed a meal, re-filed a flight plan, and started back to Smith Field. It
was a fairly easy flight back and I couldn’t help thinking, “that day was certainly much more fun than
shooting the VOR 23 into KFWA for the umpteenth time!” And while flying GA is expensive, it was the
only way to work a full day in the morning and cover well over 220 mi - all before 14:30 EST. In case you
have any doubts; seeing the totality of the eclipse was worth all the effort. Some things you just have to
be there for—and some memories are worth far more than the cost of admission.

There is another total eclipse cutting through Indiana in 7 years. Find the time to experience totality!
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2019 Dues Renewal
Please complete this form and mail to the address below with a check for $20 to renew
an individual membership or $30 family membership. If you are a new member, please
download a membership form from our website or you may contact a Chapter 2 officer
or board member for more information. Dues renewals are due January 1 of each year.
Payments may be made by check via Postal Service — at monthly Chapter 2
gatherings, or on the Chapter 2 website by credit card or Pay Pal.
Name: ________________________________ National EAA Member # _____________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________ State: _______ Zip Code: ____________
Home Phone: ______________________Alternate Phone: _______________________
Email Address: _________________________________________________________
Spouse Name (if applicable): ______________________________________________
— Memberships are $20 Individual or $30 Family —
— Payable to "EAA Chapter Two” —
— Send to the address below - or - Give to Chris Borozan at the next gathering —

EAA Chapter Two
c/o Geoff Robison, Treasurer
P.O. Box 28
New Haven, IN 46774
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Newsletter Editor
2812 Trent Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46815
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter Two
429 E Dupont Rd. #183
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46845
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter Two Encourages and Promotes Sport Aviation and Aeronautical Education in Northeast Indiana.

EAA Chapter 2 Officers and Board Members:
President

Chris Borozan

(269) 779-7666

president@eaa2.org

Vice President

Larry Zepp

(260) 348-0336

vicepresident@eaa2.org

Secretary

Claudia Paterson

260-344-1084

secretary@eaa2.org

Treasurer

Geoff Robison

(260) 437-5579

treasurer@eaa2.org

Young Eagle Coordinators

David & Laramie Resler

(260) 693-6191

youngeagles@eaa2.org

Builder’s Support

Larry Zepp

(260) 348-0336

skyking6500@gmail.com

Website Editor

Kevin Stahl

(260) 637-3613

webmaster@eaa2.org

Newsletter Editor

Pamela Zepp

(260) 602-2398

newsletter@eaa2.org

Technical Advisor

Position Open

Flight Advisor

Craig Brown

