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Dear Members and Friends of Chapter 2,
Many Thanks to Roy Williams and the great team
at Airframe Components for the amazing chapter

tour on Thursday, October 10. I have never seen
so many wings and control surfaces! The business
Roy’s dad started has expanded into the premier
aircraft rebuilder in the world. Their new and

Sweet Aviation Terminal Building, Suite 118

expanded facility has been under construction for
almost a year and is almost complete. This will
allow room to grow and very nice working
conditions for the team. If you need their help,

they have many popular wings and control
surfaces complete and waiting for a new owner, or
they can use their expansive parts stock to repair
your parts. Roy mentioned that they are looking
for additional team members if you like metal
aircraft repair and building.
We had good weather and a great turnout for the
Chapter 2 Chili Lunch held on Saturday, October
12. Thanks to all who volunteered to make this
a success! Special thanks to Chili Cooks Greg
Topper and Tom Waterhouse. Their many hours

Our guest presenter
will be Master CFI Lara

of simmering the chili overnight turned out another

Zook Gaerte. Join us

delicious batch for both Chapter 2 and Chapter 37!

as

The weather cooperated with many show cars and
a steady stream of aircraft. We were very pleased

she

shares

her

aviation

travels

and

to accept a record number and amount of extra

experiences.

Lara

donations for our youth programs.

Zook Gaerte, is chief pilot and co-

At the November 14 Chapter Get-Together at IVY

owner of Century Aviation at DeKalb

Tech, Master CFI Lara Zook Gaerte of Century

Co. airport.

Aviation will tell us about the Air Race Classic and
(Continued on page 2)
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other aviation adventures. Make sure you invite young

SAVE the DATE— 2019

women interested in aviation to hear her experiences.
Mark your calendars for our Holiday Party! Laramie
and David Resler have graciously reserved the
facilities at Brotherhood Mutual for our Holiday Party

Sweet Aviation Terminal Building, Suite 118

and all members and friends are welcome. Officers

Sponsored by EAA Chapter 2 & Sweet Aviation.
Presenter is Larry Zepp, President, EAA 2.
Refreshments provided. FAA WINGS event.

and board members will bring a main dish. Last names

(See details on page 6.)

on Saturday, December 7. This will start at 6:00 p.m.

A – L should bring a dessert and M – Z should bring a
side dish to share.

Thursday  November 14  7 p.m.
EAA 2 Monthly Get-Together
Ivy Tech Aviation Center at Smith Field

All are welcome at Chapter 2 events – Bring a friend!

Guest presenter Master CFI Lara Zook Gaerte of
Century Aviation will tell us about the Air Race
Classic and other aviation adventures. Make sure
you invite young women interested in aviation to
hear her experiences.

Blue Skies and Tailwinds,
Larry Zepp
President - EAA Chapter 2

Saturday  December 7  6 p.m.
EAA 2 Holiday Party

About the Featured Speaker
on November 14

Brotherhood Mutual

Join us for great food and conversation as we
celebrate the end of another successful year in
EAA Chapter 2. Please note that this is a change of
venue to Brotherhood Mutual.
Chapter 2 board members will provide the main
course dishes. Last names A-L please bring a
dessert and M-Z please bring a side dish. Table
service and beverages will be provided.

Lara started flying lessons in high school and earned her Private Pilot’s license two months before
graduating. She has been flying since 1988, and an instructor since 1995; she’s given over 7000 hours
of dual instruction, is a 5-time Master CFI, and DPE.
She has been involved in the Air Race Classic since 2004; first on the "fun side" as a racer and she
currently serves as a FAASTeam representative in the FAA’s Grand Rapids FSDO and is President of
the Air Race Classic. She and her husband Tony own Century Aviation, the FBO at GWB, and she flies
the Challenger 601 and Citation Bravo as a corporate pilot. In her spare time, when the weather is bad
she is restoring a 1946 7AC Champ and when the weather is good she flies a 1991 Waco biplane.
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Homebuilt Corner - Helping Disabled Pilots Fly
The homebuilt aircraft movement, Sport Pilot, EAA chapters and manufacturers have come together to make
flying more accessible to pilots with disabilities. You may have seen brave and resourceful Jessica Cox,
having been born without arms, fly an Ercoupe with only her feet. Many people wanting to become pilots have
some disability, even if it is less extreme.

As a Zenith Aircraft builder, I have been following the
progress on adapting a high wing Zenith CH 750
aircraft to hand controls for pilots that have lost the use
of their legs. The Zenith CH-750 is a very easy aircraft
for pilots and passengers with mobility issues to enter
and

exit.

Several

years

ago,

John

Robinson

approached Zenith Aircraft and asked for their help in
adapting the CH-750 for hand controls.

Zenith accepted the challenge and adapted a hand control for the rudder pedals. John formed a non profit to
help build the aircraft and spread the joy of flying to others that have lost the use of their legs.
www.Ableflight.org .
Here is part of John’s story from the Able Flight website But John is used to adversity and challenge, and in his deceptively low key manner, an obstacle in his path is
worthy of study, and that study then leads to a plan of action.
So John decided that, since he doesn’t have the full use of his hands and fingers the way most builders do, he
would find a way to make the best use of what he has. Just as importantly, he would seek generous help from
those whose hands had not been partially paralyzed in an accident.
That help would come in the form of members of EAA Chapter 1083 in Rowan County, NC, and the five
chapter members who donated a great deal of time and expertise. Tom Neal, Lewis Brown, Louis Moore,
Lance Berrier and Gary Coontz showed up at the hangar time after time for over two years. Until just a few
weeks ago, John’s dream took to the air for the first time on Sunday, October 21st, 2018 with Jan
Eggenfellner of Viking Engines at the controls.
Shortly after witnessing the first flight, Robinson says, “After two years of biweekly build nights, and frequent
unscheduled work sessions, it was strange to come to the hangar one day and realize that there was nothing
left to do, the plane was complete. The transition from building to flying struck me as rather abrupt, almost off
guard. It still hasn’t sunk in that in a hangar, I have a flyable airplane.”
(Continued on page 4)
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(Homebuilt Corner, Continued from page 3)

Justin Falls In His Adapted Zenith 750. His left thumb is on the
throttle toggle. His right hand controls roll & pitch.

Wings Ceremony at EAA AirVenture 2011

Even with experienced and trustworthy help, there was the other big issue. How would he pay for it? That’s
when John decided that the solution was to seek help from those who understood that his dream was not for a
plane for him alone, but one in which others facing their own physical challenges could test themselves as
John had done through Able Flight. To do that he created AV84all, an nonprofit with the mission to “…make
general aviation accessible for all, no matter the disability.” www.AV84all.org
The project was kicked off by Sebastien Heintz of Zenith Aircraft with a donated air frame kit, and that was
followed by the donation of a firewall forward kit by Jan Eggenfellner of Viking Aircraft Engines. Technic Air
provided a beautiful interior, and other contributors were: Whelen, ACR, Wicks Aircraft Supply, The Ray Allen
Company, and Corrosion Technologies.
Now,

with

thousands

of

parts

assembled and moving in unison
above North Carolina, there are
required hours of test flying to be
completed and then John Robinson
will once again make a major
transition in his life, the return from
aircraft builder to pilot. And that’s two
dreams fulfilled.
What a great example of EAA and
the homebuilt movement coming
together to craft a solution!

Larry Zepp

John Robinson, Founder of Able Flight
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National Airmail Museum Update
The “Friends of Smith Field” and the Board of NAM along with various interested parties continue
the work of converting Hangar 2 at Smith Field Airport into the National Airmail Museum. In 2018, a
bill designating Hangar 2 as the National Airmail Museum was signed into law, without appropriating any
Federal funds to the project.

The “Friends of Smith Field” then raised $50,000 from various community

supporters (including EAA Chapter 2 as well as numerous individual Chapter 2 members) to do an extensive
feasibility study by a pair of nationally recognized firms.
The feasibility study was completed during the summer and the NAM Board has discussed the feasibility study
extensively, including several meetings with the firms who prepared the study as well as with some major
funders of the study, and found the results to be promising. As with any major undertaking, creating this
museum in a way that not only preserves and honors history, but is fresh, current, educational, and appealing
to the broader community in a way that brings people back repeatedly, is a challenging prospect. Though EAA
Chapter 2 cannot, by charter, in any way own or direct such and endeavor, the Chapter recognizes the benefit
of such a facility within the broader community. Also, the Museum project continues to designate an EAA
Chapter 2 meeting room on the east end of the lower level. Such a room would not only benefit the Chapter in
carrying out our mission, it could also link Chapter members to meaningful volunteer opportunities within the
Museum.
Currently the Museum group is in discussions with the Airport Authority on an appropriate lease agreement for
the property. Also, attention is being directed toward designing an effective capital fund raising campaign.
Mark Beck
EAA Chapter 2 Liaison to National Airmail Museum

Cover flown on the first day of scheduled Air Mail
Service in the U.S. and franked with the first U.S. Air Mail
stamp, the 24 Cent "Jenny" (C-3).
Courtesy of Centpacrr at English Wikipedia

Second floor Hangar 2. Paul Holbrook Corp. Making parachutes during World War 2.
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Selected Fly-in Events 2020

nm
Date

What

Where

Airport

Info source

Contact

from

SMD
1/1/20

Annual New Years Day
Hangar-Over Fly-In

Nappanee,
IN

C03

www.938.eaacha www.938.eaachapter.org
pter.org
facebook.com/EAAChapter938

40

Rocky Creek, MO— Photographing Fall Colors Schillers.com

IMC + VMC Club Wednesday, November 13 6:00-7:30 PM




Sweet Aviation Terminal Building, Suite 118, located at Smith Field (KSMD)
902 W. Ludwig Rd, Fort Wayne.
VMC Topic -

IMC Topic - "Oxygen or Ice" During a winter cross country, a pilot is squeezed between diminishing
climb performance with oxygen - and icing below.
Connect with community pilots for shared experiences and discussion on November 13, from 6:00-7:30 p.m.
If you attend this event and are not a current EAA member, you are eligible for a free 6 mo. trial EAA
national membership. This also includes a subscription to Sport Aviation magazine. Make sure you sign up
at the club meeting for this special benefit. Presenter for this meeting is Larry Zepp, Pres. EAA Chapter 2.
VMC Club:https://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation-communities-and-interests/vmc-club
IMC Club: https://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation-communities-and-interests/imc-club
Qualifies for FAA WINGS Pilot Proficiency Credit
Sponsored by EAA Chapter 2 and Sweet Aviation at Fort Wayne’s Historic Smith Field!
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Food Too!!
Yum

Chili Lunch
2019
All set up and ready for
the crowd. But some
people didn’t want to
stand in line to get a
taste of that great home
cookin’.
report

Read
in

Larry’s

President’s

Corner for details of a
very successful event.
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Newsletter Editor
2812 Trent Drive
Fort Wayne, IN 46815
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter Two
429 E Dupont Rd. #183
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46845
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter Two Encourages and Promotes Sport Aviation and Aeronautical Education in Northeast Indiana.
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